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PREFACE 



Ik the presence of the multiplicity of Homceopathic workg 
treating of the Diseases of Women, the question may be reason^ 
-ably asked why another should be added to the list. 

The ftdl answer to this question will be found in the Intro* 
•ductory Lecture of this shprt series, in which it will be seen 
that I have laid special stress on the necessity of paying far 
more attention than has been commonly done to the pathological 
signs, in .contradistinction to the mere symptomatic effects, both 
of diseases and drugs. This is really the ruling idea in this 
brief course of lectures, the importance of which, in my judgmenfj^ 
must form my chief apology for offering this little book to the 
public, and on which, therefore, I may be permitted to add 9 
sentence or two here. , 

When I first turned my attention to the study of Homoeopathy, 
now nearly twenty years ago, I had a very large amount of 
practice,. both in Midwifery and in the general Diseases of 
Women. I shall never forget the puzzling, and often 
inextricable difficulties in which I found myself again and again 
involved in the management of such diseases, all arising fix)m 
the simple fact, that in almost every Homoeopathic book I could 
.fey my hand on, these diseases were treated with almost exclu* 
JBiye i!^gaj:d to the functional symptoms both of the diseases and 
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drugs. This mode of procedure is eminently unsatisfiacfcory, for 
the following reasons: — Every disease is accompanied by a 
number of functional symptoms^ which it possesses in common 
with many other diseases ; and each drug in Jike manner pro* 
duces functional symptoms which are common to it and many 
other drugs; so that the mere comparison of functional symptoms 
of disease on the one hand^ and of drugs on the other, cannot 
possibly prove any certain guide to treatment. This will appear 
still more obvious when we remember that, in both cases, these 
symptoms are liable to very frequent and rapid changes, so that 
a remedy indicated on this plan one hour may be contra-indicated 
the next. For these reasons it is obvious that in order to attain 
any precision or certainty in Homoeopathic treatment, it is 
absolutely necessary that the practitioner discriminate carefiiUy 
in each case between those conditions and symptoms which are 
essential and charadensHc elements, alike in the disease and the 
remedy, and those which are purely accidental. It is to disregard 
of these considerations alone that I can attribute the £act that 
in so many Homoeopathic books interminable lists of drugs are 
prescribed, a large proportion of which have really very little 
relationship indeed to the diseases for which they are severalty 
recommended. This is frequently a source of perplexity to 
the novice, whether lay or professional; for, out of so large a 
number of remedies all apparently equally indicated by the 
disease under treatment, he is sadly at a loss as to which par- 
ticular drug he should select for the case of his unfortunate 
patient. Clearly, then, the precision and certainty of treatment 
desiderated can only be found by basing the treatment on the 
careful study of those elements of disease, on the one hand, and 
those effects of drugs on the other, which are not subjective and 
evanescent f but ohjecHve dioA. permanent; — ^in other words — 
<)n the study of the anatomical and pathological changes con- 
nected with each. I feel assured that without a full recognition 
cf these principles, the Homoeopathic system will make no 
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«atisftictory progress, nor will that certainty of treatment be 
Attained of which it is capable. 

Yet, with the exception of Hughes and Hempel, I am not 
Aware of ctny systematic Homoec^thic writer who has given to 
these prindples of treatment the prominence which, in my 
judgment, they deserve, I may add that I have a firm con- 
viction, grounded on reasons which will be found ftilly stated in 
the following Lectures, that no department of medicine stands 
so much in need of, or would be so much benefited by a full 
Tccognition of these principles as that of the Diseases of Women. 

If the suggestions made in the course of the following pages 
shall have the effect of contributing in any degree to the ad- 
vancement of our noble system of medicine, on the one hand, 
or to the relief of human suffering, on the other, I shall feel 
ftilly rewarded for what little trouble they have cost me. It 
may not be out of place to state the simple fact that, acting on 
those principles myself, I have attended consecutively about 1,500 
cases of Midwifery without a single death during labour, and, 
notwithstanding the diseases and accidents to which the puer* 
peral state is Uable, with not more than 5 deaths out of the 
£ame number in that state. 

D. M. 

^8, Brook Street, 

Grosvenor Square, 

July, 1876. 
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Lecture I.— PRIMARY CONDITIONS OF 
SUCCESS IN THE HOMGEOPATHIC 
TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF 
WOMEN. 

Gentlemen, — 

As already indicated in the Syllabus, I propose 
opening this short course of lectures by the con- 
sideration of the question, " What may be regarded 
as constituting the primary conditions of success in 
the Homoeopathic treatment of the diseases of 
women ? " I am anxious to consider this question 
with you at the outset, for I have long had the 
conviction that, both as regards the Allopathic and 
the Homoeopathic systems of treatment, this depart- 
ment of the diseases of women is really in a very 
unsatisfactory state, that both in the matter of 
diagnosis and treatment it is greatly behind other 
branches of medical science, and that consequently 
a great deal of suflTering is allowed to exist which 
might be prevented, alleviated, or entirely removed. 

It is well known that it is only within the last 
SO. years, and since the introduction of the 
SpeculurR, and SouiiS' into obstetric practice, that 
any degree of certainty or accuracy has been 
attained in the diagnosis of disease of the uterus ; 
and this circumstance, together with the patient 
endurance under suffering for which women are 
remarkable, and the delicacy and difficulty they 
naturally feel in mentioning and explaining their 
peculiar ailments to members of the other sex, 
all combine in so far to explain this compara- 
tively backward condition of the department of 
gynaecology. 
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Though, however, as I have just said, both the 
Allopathic and Homoeopathic systems of treatment 
are defective in this department, there seem to be 
several points of difference between them as regards 
the question of their relative degree of imperfection. 

In the first place. Allopathy teaches tKat there 
is nothing peculiar to themselves in uterine dis- 
orders, and that they are to be treated on general 
principles, and exactly in the same way as corres- 
ponding diseases in other organs. "I would 
earnestly beg you," says Sir James Simpson, in his 
Works on the Diseases of Women, p. 1, "to hold 
this important fact in view, that the diseases of the 
uterus do not essentially differ in their principles of 
pathology and treatment from the diseases of other 
individual organs of the body, and that the general 
principles of their treatment are also the same." 
On the other hand. Homoeopathy teaches — ^and no 
proposition can be more clearly demonstrated than 
this — that, for the treatment which it prescribes, 
every organ of the body is peculiar, as well as 
every diseased state of that organ, inasmuch as our 
remedies, if chosen according to the Homoeopathic 
law, have an elective affinity for each organ, and 
for each diseased state of such organ. We ought 
consequently to be able to cure a great many more 
uterine diseases, and to cure them much more 
rapidly as well as safely than can be accomplished 
by a system that claims no such precision, and that 
treats them only in the general manner I have 
indicated. 

In the second place, from the very nature of the 
case. Allopathy does not profess to expect almost 
any aid in this department from the cultivation of 
her own therapeutics, all her hopes being centred 
on the improvement of diagnosis, and on that alone. 
" Modern pathology," says the same high authority 
already quoted, " has made great advances in the 
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management of uterine diseases. These advances, 
however, have not consisted so much in finding out 
that the uterus is the seat of any new, or any 
peculiar affections as by [sic] finding out means 
and methods by which we can detect and diag- 
nosticate the affections that are actually present m 
it. Indeed," Simpson continues, "if you will 
attempt to analyse what the great progress in the 
medicine of modern times has actually consisted of^ 
you will, I believe, find that it has consisted not so 
much in the detection of any new principles of 
therapeutic treatment as in the detection of ap- 
propriate means for enabling the practitioner to 
detect and discover in different individual organs 
what the actual diseased actions are in those organs 
for which his aid may be required." And he 
further declares, that the advances made "have 
been advances in pathology and diagnosis much 
more than advances in therapeutics." The case, 
however, stands very differently, as we all know, 
with the Homoeopath. While he has the advantage 
of having been trained in the science of diagnosis 
in the very same manner, in the same classes and 
under the same professors as the Allopath, while 
his faculties have been trained and quickened to 
cultivate and improve this department equally with 
his rival, and while he is equally ready with him, 
as in duty bound, to take advantage of every 
discovery and every advance in this branch of 
science — he has, in addition to all this, the un- 
speakable advantage of possessing a therapeutic 
law capable of adaptation to every pathological 
discovery and every new form of diseased action 
which modern research may succeed in revealing. 
By the intelligent application of this law he is 
furnished with the means of discovering new 
remedies, so that he can (without loss of time in 
haphazard experiments on the sick) act on newly- 
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discovered morbid actions with that directness, 
promptitude and precision which a natural law 
capable of immediate applicaticm could alone enable 
him to exercise. His efforts, therefore, to improve 
medical science take a twofold direction*. They 
embrace no less than those of his Allopathic 
brother, the department of diagnosis ; but they 
also embrace that of therapeutics, where, as we 
have seen, little is expected or even hoped for by 
the Allopath. 

I hold, therefore, that if we have made inadequate 
progress in this department of medical science, we 
are, with our superior advantages, vastly more in- 
excusable than our brethren of the old school. 
With our method our advance ought to have been 
relatively much greater than theirs. 

This leads me . to the first question requiring 
consideration, viz. : — '^ How may the Homoeopathic 
physician, in the department under consideration, 
make the most of the advantages placed within his 
reach ? " Or, as I have already put it, ^' What are 
the primary conditions of success in the Homoeo- 
pathic treatment of the diseases of women ? '' 

Now, I venture to say, that the very first 
condition of success here is — 

CORRECT DIAGNOSIS- 

In so far, this will, no doubt, be generally admitted 
in this, as in all other classes of diseases ; but I shall 
have occasion, before I have done, to show that, in 
practice, the principle is by no means so distinctly 
and constantly borne in mind as it ought to be ; and 
further, that Homoeopathic practitioners lie under a 
temptation peculiar to themselves, to allow this prin- 
ciple to occupy a less prominent place in their 
treatment than I am quite sure it always demands, 
especially in this department of gynsecology. 
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The value attached to corrisct diagnosis by the 
greatest authority under the old system may be 
gathered from the brief quotation already made 
from the writings of Sir James Simpson, and it 
would h6 esjaf enough to adduce a great deal more 
to the same eflFect, both from his and from other 
writings. But what I would beg earnestly to im- 
press on the mind of the enquirer into Homceopathy 
IS the consideration that if correct diagnosis is a 
necessity to the Allopath, even more, if possible, 
must it be a necessity to the Homoeopath — a 
necessity indeed, so great and urgent, that without 
it he can only work in the dark, must be entirely 
wanting in certainty and precision in his treatment, 
and will run an imminent risk o£ letting his patient 
go both uncured and unrelieved. 

In order to make this point perfectly clear, it 
may be well to notice briefly what constitute the 
mam elements of correct diagnosis in this depart- 
ment. 

I observe, then, that each case of disease is made 
up of a variety of different elements, including /r^f, 
what are called functional and sympathetic symj^toms, 
embracing comprehensively derangements of the 
uterus itself, of neighbouring pelvic organs, or of 
distant organs, together with sympathetic pains in 
different parts of the body, and derangements of 
the constitution generally ; and, secondly^ morbid 
changes in the organ attacked, producing what are 
designated physical or anatomical signs and 
symptoms. 

A correct diagnosis implies a just appreciation of 
both of these two great classes of signs of disease ; 
but as regards their relative importance, the latter, 
i.e.^ the physical and anatomical, are, of course, by 
fiur the more significant, being permanent and un- 
varjdng in their character, whereas the others are 
essttitially transient in their nature, being liable to 
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change, from accidental causes, several times, in fact, 
in the course of the sanje day. For this reason, e.g.^ 
the wise physician, if in attendance on a case of 
disease of the heart or lungs, would certainly ascer- 
tain the temperature, enquire into the hature of his 
patient's cough, and take note of all the other 
important functional derangements that usually 
mark such cases ; but he would be very careful to 
come to no conclusion whatever, either in regard to 
diagnosis or treatment from these considerations 
alone, without ascertaining by a physical stetho- 
scopic examination what pathological changes were 
going on in the organ affected. And should there 
be an apparent conflict between the two classes of 
signs, he would certainly, in that case, choose to be 
guided by the physical or anatomical signs, to the 
comparative exclusion of mere symptoms. 

But if this caution is necessary in ordinary cases, 
it is much more so in the case of uterine diseases, 
and on account of a peculiarity which may now be 
referred to. As a rule, except in the case of a few 
diseases of the Bl'Mn and spine, which are accom- 

Eanied with no anatomical change visible to the 
uman eye, a P^rfmn Hpgrfift^rpkfmTiflhip t^vPT 
e xists be tween internal morbid changes and ext^Hial 
fu nciion aT'ByiliptSms. This is, of course, known to 
evei^ oflS ; out, as is also known to yL|pwwologists, 
the very o pposite h ol ds ^oo d in regard to the diseases 
now under consideration, in which it is extremely 
difficult to perceive any definite relationship between 
many morbid states oi the uterus, and the functional 
derangements accompanying them. On the one 
hand, we occasionally meet with cases in our practice, 
where disease has far advanced towards a fatal 
termination without pain or manifest alarming 
constitutional disturbance of any kind attracting 
the notice of either patient or physician; on the 
other hand, we have cases presenting the most violent 
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and painful constitutional derangements, all arising 
from the most insignificant and practically harmless 
derangements of the womb. Again we meet with 
constitutional symptoms the most opposite in 
character arising from the very same uterine diseases. 
We also meet with entirely different uterine diseases 
producing precisely the same functional S3maptoms. 

The inference from these facts is plain, viz., that 
no reliable diagnosis can be formed without taking 
into account not only the functional derangements 
but also the anatomical and physical signs connected 
with each case of uterine disease. In fact, in every 
case of difficulty or doubt, it is the duty of the 
physician not omy to form a correct appreciation of 
the constitutional symptoms, but to ascertain by a 
physical examination of the organ affected, by pal- 
pation, by the senses of touch, sight, and sometimes 
smell, and, when necessary and suitable, by the use 
of the Speculum and Sound, what is the real patho- 
logical and anatomical condition of such organ. 
It is only after having done this that he can be m 
a position to know what are the morbid conditions 
he has really to combat, or can have before his mind 
a true picture of the case, so as to be able to select 
a true simillimum in treating it. 

To a disregard of these very obvious conclusions 
is to be in a great measure attributed the very serious 
mistakes in diagnosis, discreditable to the practitioner 
and injurious to the patient, which are so often met 
with in practice, and which are, I fear, too common 
to practitioners under both systems. 

E,g.^ on the 31st day of August last, a respect- 
able-looking woman, A. E., was admitted a patient 
in this hospital, who. had been informed by four 
well-known London practitioners, two of them 
Allopaths and two Homoeopaths, that she was 
pregnant ; under which belief she had engaged a 
nurse, procured baby linen, and made every other 
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preparation necessary for her confinement, but 
finding that she had by a little exceeded her 
supposed term, had come to the hospital to en- 
deavour to ascertain the real state of the case. 
If size alone were to be the test, she certainly 
had every appearance of being pregnant, for the 
abdomen was quite as large as that of a pregnant 
woman at the full time. A digital examination, 
however, occupying about half a minute, shewed the 
condition of the os and cervix to be such as to 
prove, beyond doubt, that there was really no preg- 
nancy in the case. 

She was put under a course of first decimal of 
Mercujius and first dechnal of_ Belladonna, to 
r emove the e Dgorg ement anS^c ongestio n otthe liyer 
and abd^H^iff^ (ifl^[8fis, which were evi3ently the 
cause of this truly " spurious pregnancy." Under 
this treatment, in the course of four w eeks, the 
whole swelling vani shed, and with it the*'^pes of 
the fon3 arid' aisappomtea husband, who, from the 
reports of the previous medical attendants, had 
been greatly elated at the prospect of becoming a 
father, having up to this time been without children, 
and this being his third wife. 

Again, on the 16th day of November last, a 
patient came to the Hospital from a distance of 50 
miles, seeking relief from a severe pain in the left 
ovarian region, pain in the back, and leucorrhoea, 
from which symptoms she had suflfered for four 
years. This woman bad been previously laid up 
for weeks in an Allopathic Hospital, where she was 
treated, as they told her, for an ovarian tumour, 
and which she had at last left, not only not benefited 
but seriously weakened by the severe treatment to 
which she had been subjected. The bi-manual 
method of examination at once showed that there 
was no disease of the ovary at all, but that the 
woman was really suffering from chronic induration 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9 

and enlargement of the neck of the womb, for which 
she is now under treatment. It was no wonder 
that the mistake in diagnosis was committed in this 
case at the hospital, for she solemnly declared that 
they never on any occasion made any uterine 
examination at all. No doubt, all who are familiar 
with Sir James Simpson's works will remember the 
case mentioned by him in which an eminent London 
obstetric physician had applied the most powerfiil 
means to the breast of a lady to relieve a pain 
seated in that organ, and haa never discovered 
that the real disease was situated not in the breast 
but in the uterus. 

I mention these cases with the view of impressing 
upon yoimg practitioners the absolute necessity of 
abstaining from forming a diagnosis wi|;hout, in 
every case of doubt, ascertaining by physical 
examination what is the real nature of the case 
they are dealing with. No doubt there is a natural, 
and so far just, shrinking from having recourse, 
except where absolutely necessary, to such exami- 
nations, both on the part of proper minded 
practitioners and sensitive patients. These 
'examinations, however, like many other things, 
appear far more formidable in theory than they are 
found to be in practice, that is, of course, when 
conducted as they always ought to be, with the tact, 
propriety, and /elicac^ which ever^ right-minded 
man will ever exercise in such matters. 

I trust I may be excused for expressing the 
opinion that sufficient stress is not, as a rule, laid 
by Homoeopathic writers on this question of accurate 
diagnosis in the 'diseases of women, ; but this 
defect is, of course, much more glaring in the case 
of those who write Homoeopathic handbooks, and 
what are called domestic guides for treatment. 
The teaching of the writers in question is unmis- 
takably this — ^that in order to make a man an efficient 
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practitioner, all that he requires is to obtain a 
correct list of all the subjective symptoms of any 
case of disease, and that by choosing a remedy 
which will exactly correspond with such symptoms 
the case may be cured ; and, as I have already hinted, 
there is thus a temptation to be carried away 
with the letter of our motto, "Similia Similibus 
Curantur," to the utter neglect of what alone can 
uniformly give it efficacy and power, viz., correct 
diagnosis. 

When Homoeopathy was first introduced into 
medical science, pathology and physical and ana- 
tomical signs were little known, so that physicians 
of all schools were necessarily obliged to be guided, 
no matter what their theory of the action of 
medicine might be, by functional and constitutional 
symptoms, and by those alone. Since that time, 
however, gi'eat advances have been made in 
pathology and diagnosis, one result of which is, as 
I have already pointed out, that, in many uterine 
diseases, the functional symptoms alone have been 
found to constitute an utterly insufficient guide as 
to what the nature of the disease really is. Al- 
though, however, in Hahnemann's days, " removing 
the totality of the symptoms " — by which term, of 
course, functional symptoms alone were meant — 
indicated the only method practicable ,with the 
light then existing, the case is certainly very 
different now that the advance of medical science 
has furnished us with an entirely new, and, as we 
have seen, infinitely more reliable class of diagnostic 
signs. 

In all other departments this has been fully 
recognised by Homoeopaths, as shown not only by 
their practice but by their writings. It is oiAy in 
the diseases of women that we have been slow to 
avail ourselves of the help afforded by an improved 
diagnosis, while, as we have already seen, there 
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is no other department which stands so much in 
need of that help. 

It is not that there is any deficiency of Homoeo- 
pathic books on the diseases of women, for these 
are abundant enough ; but to a large extent they 
have been unfortunately hitherto mere compilations 
from Jahr's and other Symptomatologies, and 
written in utter disregard of the place that modem 
pathology must ever have in determining the 
treatment of disease. The consequence of this ia 
that, for the Homoeopathic treatment of uterine 
diseases, we have only long and bewildering lists 
of remedies for each disease, with no indications 
to guide in their selection but those furnished by 
the uncertain, and in some cases at least, as we 
have seen, entirely fallacious guide of symptom- 
atology, the differences between the indications for 
each remedy, moreover, being so microscopical as ta 
be often all but invisible, and the number of remedies 
so great as to require the age of Methuselah to enable 
us to make any practical study of them. On these 
grounds, believing, as I do, that the defects and 
faults I have referred to have disheartened and 
repelled many an enquirer in the outset of hi& 
Homoeopathic studies, I would advise students and 
enquirers to avoid such books as I have described, 
and to study in preference, especially at the 
beginning of their course, the few books on Homoe- 
opathy in which they will find clear pathological 
9nd intelligible indications for the use of drugs in 
these diseases. By so doing they will find the 
study of Homoeopathy comparatively easy and 
pleasant, and they will obtain curative results 
unknown in the experience of those who take pure 
symptoms as their sole guide in practice. I would 
in this way especially reconamend such books as 
Ludlam's Lectures, Hu gl^e s' Pharmaco-dynamics 
>tfid ' Ttrerapeutics, HempeFs Lectures on Materia 
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Medica, Hale's New Remedies, and Baj^s' Applied 
HomoeopatEy. The last four of the list, though 
not written specially on Diseases of Women, contain 
a great deal which will be found of infinite value 
in the treatment of these diseases. 

Riggeir's Therapeutics and Phillips' Materia 
Me3ica^ though written by so-called Allopaths and 
men who hold public posts in Allopathic medical 
schools, should also be studied, as they contain 
much useful information as to the Homoeopathic 
uses of many valuable drugs in the diseases now 
under consideration. 

What has been advanced will show why it is that 
in many cases, when a Homoeopathic domestic guide 
has been faithfully followed, the treatment has 
nevertheless proved an utter failure, and the con- 
sequent necessity that diseases of the womb should 
be studied more from the pathological than from 
the symptomatic side. 

To illustrate the point I am now inculcating, let us 
. e.g.^ take the case of that most common of all uterine 
diseases, viz., Met ritis. The very essence of the dis- 
ease is hyperaemia, or passive congestion of the con- 
nective tissue, which congestion, when allowed to go 
on unchecked, gives rise to enlargement of the womb, 
and hypertrophies and ulcerations of various sorts in 
the cervix and vagina. If we can, therefore, give a 
remedy that will cure this congestion, and prevent 
its repeated aggravation from the monthly recurrence 
of the catamenia, we cut away the groundwork of the 
disease. Judging from the pathogenetic eflfects of 
Belladonna, I submit that in it we have a true simil- 
limum to most cases of this malady. 

Dr. John Harley says in his edition of Royle^s 
Materia Medica, that " Belladonna is a direct power- 
ful stimulant to the sympathetic nervous system, 
under the influence of which the whole circulation 
is increased in force and rapidity. When the dose 
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is excessive the arteries will often be found dilated 
and their coats flaccid and collapsing under l^e 
slightest pressure. The skin is sometimes 
generally congested." What Harley thus descriLbes 
to be the condition of the arteries under the influ- 
ence of Belladonna, is a true picture of the condition 
of the capillary circulation in a congested part. 
Harley then goes on to speak " of the influence of 
-the driig to remove hyperaemia, a frequent cause of 
pain," declaring that '' Belladonna, when judiciously 
used, is a valuable instrument in axiute inflammations^ 
relieving as it does, in the most direct way, capillary 
congestion and stasis." Wonderful statements surel}'' 
for one who is no Homoeopathist to make. 

Hempel says, " The female organs are powerfully 
acted on by Belladonna. Here, too," he continues, 
"this agent seems to produce spasm and congestion. 
Moderate doses seems to induce marked signs of 
organic reaction. Larger doses depress and disor- 
ganize the sexual functions of the female, retard and 
alter the quantity of the menstrual fluid, arrest the 
flow of milk, and weaken the uterine vitality 
generally ;" and " distention of the abdomen, with 
pressing towards the pudendum, followed by dis- 
chargeof white mucus from tihe vagina," is one of 
the symptoms reported by one of the female provers. 
Hempel further speaks of " the tendency to san- 
guineous engorgements which characterizes the 
action of Belladonna upon the womb. "Jn, consequence 
of these pathogenetic eflfects of B^adoniia, Hempel 
recommends its use in prolap sus, ulcerations and swel- 
ling and inciaEaticpi of theneck of tEe^omb, arising 
from engorgements. On the same pathological 
grounds, TMveinyself for years used Belladonna in 
all these ailments, and I have arrived at the conclu- 
sion that there is not a remedy in our Materia 
Medica whose curative sphere in uterine diseases is 
equally comprehensive. And with regard to other 
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consequences of Metritis, such as ulcers, leucorrhoeay 
metrorrhagia, &c., I submit that they also can be 
best cured by being treated from the pathological 
side. 

As a renaedy whose pathogenetic effects prove it 
to be a true analogue to a large proportion of these 
ailments, I would mention M^i^y. The power of 
this agent to produce ulcers of various kinds will 
be denied by no one, and, therefore, needs no proofs 
and its special affinity for mucous membranes will 
also be granted on all sides. 

With regard to its specific effects on tlie female 
organs, Hempel says, " The female sexual organs are 
" fikewise acted on by Mercury with considerable 
" energy ; it causes, first, discharge of flocks of mucus 
" and pus from the vagina ; second, purulent and 
" corrosive leucorrhoea ; third, inflammatory swelling 
" of the vaginal mucous membrane, as if the vagina 
" were raw and excoriated ; fourth, prolapsus of the 
'* vagina; fifth, tubercles on the lips of the vulva; 
"sixth, profuse menstruation and metrorrhagia;''^ 
and a great many other symptoms, &c., &c. 

In estimating the value to be attached to the 
recorded pathogenetic effects of drugs on the 
uterine sphere, it seems to be only fair to remember 
the general ignorance on the subject of uterine 
diseases which prevailed at the time the Homoeopathic 
pro^dngs were instituted. There was no Speculum 
and no Sound to enable the practitioner of the period 
to diagnose either natural uterine disease, or diseased 
states induced by the provings of drugs. We are 
not, therefore, to expect a complete picture of the 
physiological effects of any drug on the uterus, or 
its neighbouring organs. But what I venture to 
contend is, that such objective symptpms as our 
Materia Medica furnishes, and the therapeutic infer- 
ences fairly and analogically deducible from them, 
supplemented as they are by the records of cases of 
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poisoning, and above all by the valuable labours of 
modern drugjprovers, such as the late Dr. Hughes 
Bennet, Dr. John Harley, and others, are an infini- 
tely more reliable guide in the treatment of uterine 
diseases than the ever-varying, uncertain, and often 
fallacious indications fu'mished by symptomatology. 
Acting on these principles I have myself often 
succeeded in curing cases of uterine disease which 
had remained uncured, not only under the Allo- 
pathic, but under previous Homoeopathic treatment, 
when such treatment had been based on the 
mere symptomatology of the case. 

Next to correct diagnosis, as a condition of 
success in the Homoeopathic treatment of the 
diseases of women, I would place th£ Ascertainment 
of the exdct cause or causes of the affection that 
may be under treatment. This, of course, is what 
is ordinarily treated of under the term 

ETIOLOGY. 

For, although the maxim "similia similibus curan- 
tur ^' seems at first sight to have reference only to the 
symptoms, physical and functional, marking any 
given disease, facts prove that it has also frequently 
a special reference to the predisposing and exciting 
causes. 

In other words, we find that a given case of 
disease may borrow so many of its features from 
these causes as to give the case in question a 
distinct character, in consequence of which it may 
require to be treated diflferently from other cases 
presenting the same symptoms, but in which these 
causes are not in operation. 

There are, in this way, innumerable cases in 
which, apart from this consideration, we might feel 
at a loss which to choose out of a number of appar- 
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ently equally indicated remedies, but where a 
knowledge of the exciting and predisposing causes 
will at once determine which is the right one. ^ 

Take for illustration again the case of Mt^f^i^ 
Should the attack have arisen from suppressed 
p^jgjjuatipn, we would, as a rule, administer Aconite ' 
and Belladonna. If, however, it had arisen from a 
blow, or from injury resulting from a surgical 
operation, we might consider Arnica specially 
indicated; while if its cause were found to be 
gonorrhoea or syphilis, we would administer Thuja 
or Mercurius. These instances illustrate the 
possible influence of exciting cause in disease. But 
the predisposing elements in the case might have 
an equally determining influence. Suppose, e.g.^ 
that the patient had a hereditary tendency to cancer^ 
we would consider Conium, Hydrastis, and Arsenic, 
prominent remedies ; while if a scrofulous element 
predominated, we would probably give Sulphur, 
oilica and Calcarea. 

The necessity of taking into account such a 
great variety of considerations may seem to the 
enquirer to involve what is tedious and irksome, but 
it is really absdutely essential to the successftd treat- 
ment of female diseases that all these principles should 
be thoroughly mastered ; and, in fact, the superiority 
of one practitioner over another entirely depends 
upon a wise and just appreciation of such principlea 
as I have been endeavouring to lay before you. 

Up to this point I have been endeavouring to 
inculcate the necessity for the practitioner's forming 
at the outset a correct appreciation of all me 
elements constituting any particular case of female 
disease ; such appreciation embracing the exciting 
causes, the constitutional and hereditary tendencies, 
the morbid changes, and dynamicjd functional 
symptoms in the case. 

In what I have further to say, I should like to 
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offer a few observations on the general principles 
that ought to regulate the 

ACTUAL TREATMENT 

of the case after these points have been determmed. 

Apart from drug-action, several general principles 
are to be observed in the treatment of this class of 
diseases. 

The first of these has reference to the posture to 
be maintained. It has always been matter of 
amazement to myself that, with the exception of our 
friend, Professor Ludlam, this matter should have 
received so little attention from obstetric writers, 
either Allopathic or Homoeopathic. It would appear 
that obstetricians of both schools have been wholly 
taken up with the one idea of the medical treatment, 
which treatment has, however, in many a case, 
utterly failed just in consequence of this omission. 
This is the more strange that the necessity of atten- 
tion to this matter is fully recognised by the 
profession in the treatment of plnfrs ^m A other 
diseaaea of the lower extremities. In such cases 
the necfis^ty jfor ^e liorizontal jposture has beei 
long both recognised and acted on. But in almost 
all diseases of the pelvic organs I consider 
attention to this point equally essential. It 
is quite true that such organs are nearer the 
centre of circulation than the legs ; and these diseases 
might, consequently, at first sight, be supposed not 
so urgently to require this position ; but then, on 
the other hand, the consideration of the fact that 
within the pelvis so large a number Of organs are 
confined within a comparatively small region, and 
of the consequent injury and pain resulting from 
the displacement or disease of any one of them, 
may serve to show how very unscientific and injuri- 
ous a mode of treatment must be which leaves them 
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subject to a weight and pressure from which the 
horizontal posture undeniably saves them. 

Many years ago I was summoned a distance of 70 
miles to see a married lady, who had for years been 
ill with a uterine disease, chracaterized by intense 
pain and bearing down in the uterine and sacral 
regioQS. There was also a thick creamy leucorrhoeal 
discharge and great general debility. This lady had 
for years been subjected to the most powerful Allo- 
pathic treatment, consisting of frequent applications 
of leeches to the neck of the womb by means of the 
Speculum, together with the free use of Morphia, 
Cnlorod3nie, and other sedatives, for the relief of the 
constant pain ; but she was allowed all the time to 
go about and ride, and I need not say that the 
treatment was utterly unavailing. An examination 
shewed that she was suffering from a severe form of 
chronic Metritis. She was put under Homoeopathic 
treatment, of course ; but I also insisted on the hori- 
zontal posture being at once assumed, which was done, 
and that posture uniformly and steadily maintained 
forJjlicfifijcQonths, at the end of which period she was 
perfecjjy. cured. For some years previous to this 
theTady had borne no children, but after the cure 
she began once more to bear children, has since 
borne several, and continues in perfect health. I 
give all due credit, of course, to the treatment of 
this case by Homoeopathy, but I do not for one 
moment believe that this lady would have been 
cured by any treatment on earth without the hori- 
zontal posture. The remedies used were Mercurius 
Sol 3*, Veratrum viride, Conium and Hydrastis 
Canadensis, the three latter both internally and 
locally. 

Another point that may require a remark or 
two is the mechanical treatment of that class of 
female diseases comprised under the head of dis- 
placements of the uterus. Here, as in many other 
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matters, a very common fault is that of exclusiveness ; 
some obstetricians treating all such cases almost 
exclusively by mechanical means, others condemn- 
ing the use of such auxiliaries altogether. Both 
extremes are really the result of an imperfect 
apprehension of the proper place of such mechanical 
appliances, and the conditions under which alone 
they ought to be used. On the one hand, it is quite 
certain that peaaarifts ought never to be introduced 
into the parts until any active Qpngestion or acute 
disease that may Be present has been siibdwed*- On 
the other hand, however, when these objects have 
been accomplished by appropriate means and the 
horizontal position, such appliances are not only 
harmless but of the utmost value. Indeed, among 
the humbler classes, who cannot afford to maintain 
the horizontal posture for a very protracted period, 
their use is absolutely necessary. If of proper size 
and shape they serve to keep the parts in a natural 
position, and thus make it possible for the patient, 
if her circumstances demand it, to go about her 
ordinary duties. WJlSIl%-bPwever, the use of the 
pessary cauSfiS..4is.?oijifprt or pain, that is a clear 
proof either that it is unsuitable, or that it is not of 
the proper size and shape. Another important 
principle in the use of pessaries is to aim at the 
gradual di^niiuabing of.tha size, till, by improving 
the constitution of the patient, and bracing up the 
parts by appropriate means, they can be dispensed 
with altogether. In Homoeopathy this is a result 
which, with our specifically-acting remedies, we may 
frequently accomplish, and which should ever be 
aimed at by the practitioner. 

Another matter of primary importance in this 
department, and on which I should have wished to 
say a good deal more than I fear the time at my 
disposal will now admit of, is the necessity for 
stud)dng the action of the drugs *to be made Use of 
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in this ckss of diseases, rather from the pathologicdt 
than from the symptomatic side. 

This is of course the proper complement and 
necessary sequence of what has been already 
advanced in regard to the elements of a true 
diagnosis. For if the functional symptoms furnish 
no sufficient guide, ^s we have already seen, to a 
true diagnosis of the disease, it is plain that the 
mere functional symptoms produced by the action 
of the drug, apart from its pathological effects, can 
form no true or reliable guide in the selection of 
the simillimum that will cure it. 

Take as an illustration the following 

CASE, 

which furnishes a double illustration, both of what 
I have said as to the necessity of a diagnosis 
founded on an appreciation of more than mere 
functional symptoms, and of the necessity of 
selecting the drug that will cure any given disease 
from regard to more than the mere functional 
symptoms attending its action. 
, Martha F., aged 19 years, was admitted as an 
out-door patient in this hospital, on the 27th of 
October, 1874. Her catamenia, which had appeared 
two years before, were very irregular, coming on 
only once in six weeks, and accompanied with 
great pain. She had much pain in the back, with 
bearing down, and slight leucorrhoea ; but her chief 
ailment was fits, apparently of an epilepti-form 
character, with which she was seized once or twice 
daily ever since the' first appearance of the menses. 
From her entrance into the hospital till April, 
1875, when my duties as Physician to Diseases of 
Women began — a period of five months — she had 
continued a patient without deriving any benefit 
from the treatment. During this period she had 
not been subjected to a uterine examination, and 
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from the unwillingness felt by myself (as had no 
doubt been the case with my preoecessors also) to 
propose such an ordeal to a young unmarried 
woman, I continued for some time to treat her as 
my predecessors had done, i.e.^ with reference to 
the fiinctional derangements and symptoms alone. 
After so treating her for three months, during 
which time she took Bromide of Potassium in all 
sorts of doses, and all the most approved remedies 
for the class of symptoms manifested in her case, 
her fits continued as severe and frequent as ever. 
Being n ow satisfie d that the fits, issrfi^.caused.; or 
kept up T3y some, utorine disorder or displacement, 
which I could not disfipver, much less treat, witho ut 
a l ocal exa mination^ I explained this to the patient 
and her mother, and on the ISth July she was 
accordingly examined, when the os externum was 
found morbidly tender, the uterus prolapsed, and 
the cervix congested and enlarged— such conditions 
in fact as constitute the first stage of cervicitis. 
The indications for treatment furnished by this 
diagnosis appeared to be, first to subdue the in- 
flamed condition of the neck of the womb, and 
secondly, to remove the extraordinary susceptibility 
of the system generally, which the morbid condition 
of the uterus had set up. To fulfil the first in- 
dication Belladonna was prescribed, and Jgnatia 
for the second. The eflFect of this definiteness m 
the treatment was marvellous. Within one week 
the catamenia appeared, and without the slightest 
pain, and the fits ceased. On August 10th men- 
struation again occurred, regular to the darv, and 
again without any pain, and she had no fit for two 
weeks. Previously she had seldom passed a single 
day for three years without one or more fits. 
She now described herself as perfectly free from 
pain, and altogether another creature. After 
this she continued entirely free from fits, with 
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the single exception of a very slight one on 
the 14th of September, shortly after which she 
discontinued her visits to the hospital cured. I 
submit that this case forcibly illustrates not only 
the need of ascertaining more than the mere 
functional symptoms of any ailment we are called 
upon to treat, but no less the point now more immedi- 
ately before us, viz., that in many cases the mere 
symptomatic effects of a drug are no adequate guide 
for its administration in disease, but must be taken 
along with its pathological effects, if the practitioner 
would find a remedy furnishing a true simillimum 
to the disease. The special affinity of Belladpnna 
for the uterus, and particularly the os and cervix, 
have been already referred to, on which point I 
may probably have occasion to say more in the 
lecture on Metritis. 

One more peculiarity in the case of uterine 
diseases remains to be noticed, a correct appre- 
ciation of which is essential to their treatment. 

As we have already seen, these diseases are 
-characterised in many cases by a certain diseased 
state of the womb, on the one hand, and certain 
<5onstitutional and symptomatic derangements on 
the other, while it is impossible to see any apparent 
correspondence between these. Such diseases seem, 
in fact, to arise in two ways. Sometimes they 
appear to commence in the womb itself, the general 
<5onstitutional derangements being immediately the 
result of this. In other cases, however, the very 
reverse of this occurs, the first thing being a long train 
of constitutional and functional derangements, which, 
continuing to operate over a long period of time, 
ultimately develope organic disease of the uterus, 
^ow, though in the history of the case these two 
<^lasses of morbid states are intimately connected, 
viz., the disease of the womb, on the one hand, 
^nd the constitutional derangements on the other, 
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there is a point at which they seem to come to act 
independent parts, so that it is possible to a great 
extent to effect an apparent cure of the one con- 
dition without producing any great effect on the 
other. 

In consequence of disregarding this fact, grievous 
errors have frequently been made in practice : for 
on the one hand, patients have been discharged as 
cured because the uterine disease had disappeared 
while the constitutional aches and pains of the 
patients have remained unabated : and on the other 
they have sometimes been pronounced cured because 
the prominent distressing symptoms had vanished 
under constitutional treatment, while the disease of 
the womb had remained utterly unaffected. In 
consequence of these apparent anomalies, the prac- 
titioner must be prepared when necessary to treat 
not one, but two morbid actions in his patient ; 
somewhat intimately connected no doubt, but at the 
same time to some extent independent of each 
other, and requiring, perhaps, different methods of " 
treatment. This is no doubt the reason why^ in 
many uterine diseases, local treatment by Nitrate of 
Silver and various kinds of lotions are so useful as 
local remedies, while at the same time eonstitutional 
treatment is of such indispensable necessity in order 
to render the cure complete and permanent. It is 
particularly in such cases that the superiority of 
Homoeopathy over the old system is indisputably 
shown, for while, under the latter, so-called cures 
effected by caustics and local applications, almost 
alone, very soon and very frequently undergo 
relapses, for want of remedies to correct the con- 
stitutional taints which in some cases are the cause of 
the disease, under the Homoeopathic treatment such 
taints are readily met by its wealth of appropriate 
specifics, thus rendering the cure both comparatively 
rapid aild permanent. For these reasons it may be 
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necessary and proper for the Homoeopath very 
frequently to use local remedies in these diseases 
as well as constitutional; but he should be on his 
guard to pronoimce no case as cured until the local 
and constitutional symptoms have both completely 
disappeared. I need scarcely say that in such cases 
the local applications may be as purely Homoeopathic 
in their action as the constitutional remedies admin- 
istered. 

Lastly, should the physician be of opinion that 
recourse to any remedy or expedient not included 
mthin the strict limits of the Homoeopathic law 
would be of benefit, either for the diagnosis, relief, 
or cure of any case of female disease, I submit that 
he ought not to hesitate to use it. We have not 
any very trustworthy provings of Bromide of 
Potassium, e,g.^ but . the evidence of its beneficial 
effects in many such cases is so satisfactory that I 
fancy most of us administer it nevertheless, in 
appropriate circumstances, to the great advantage of 
our patients. 

In a lecture I delivered in Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
" The principles and practice of the Homoeopathic 
system," in 1868, in reply to a public attack which 
had been made upon us in an introductory address 
given at the Medical College of that town, I said : — 

" Occasionally cases, or parts of cases, require the 
" application of other therapeutic laws than the 
" Homoeopathic. When this occurs, however, it is 
" the result not of any peculiar element of danger 
'' attaching to the case, but simply of inherent pecu- 
'' liarities, which place it to a certain extent beyond 
" the sphere of action of the Homoeopathic law. As 
'' examples of such cases, I may instance scabies 
*' (itch), where there is an insect to be killed by its 
*' appropriate poison; cases of constipation caused by 
" the pressure of tumours on the intestines, or other 
'' exceptional cases that may now and then require a 
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"*' simpleaperient,and cases ofincurable organic disease, 
" when the most that can be done is to smooth the pas- 
" sage to the not-distant grave — an object which may 
" be legitimately accomplished,sometimes by theexhi- 
" bition of an opiate. In all such cases a Homoeopath 
^' is not only at liberty, but bound to be guided by 
" the ordinary principles of science and the dictates 
" of humanity and common sense, and to use those 
** means which will most eflPectually promote the 
" comfort and best interests of his patient. Cases 
" requiring these auxiliaries, however, are rare in 
" practice, and the Homoeopathic law remains ' the 
" great m^ans of cure.' " These were my publicly- 
avowed sentiments nine years ago, and I have not 
as yet seen any reason either to alter or to modify 
them. 

And now, gentlemen, in order not to overtax your 

Eatience, I must draw these observations to a close, 
•et me do so by summing up the views which I 
have had the honour of setting before you, in 
regard to the primary conditions of success in the 
Homoeopathic treatment of the diseases of women, 
in the five following points, viz: — 

1. Correct Diagnosis — such diagnosis to be based 
on a correct appreciation of all the functional 
symptoms, on the one hand, and all the physical and 
pathological conditions of the disease, on the other. 

2. An adequate knowledge and appreciation of 
all the etiological factors in the case, embracing not 
only exciting causes but also hereditary taints, and 
constitutional idios3nicrasies. 

3. Due attention to certain general principles 
which have been explained in regard to the matter 
of position and mechanical appliances in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the uterus. 

4. The appreciation of the action of remedies 
more from the pathological than from the symp- 
tomatic side of their morbid effects. 
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5. The constant recognition by the practitioner 
of the possibility that his patient's case may at any 
time assume a two-fold morbid action, one going 
on in the uterus, and the other in the system 
generally, intimately, related to each other, but 
yet quite distinct, and the one acting to a certain 
extent independently of the other, necessitating 
the varying of the means accordingly. 

On the subject of dose I have said nothing, for 
all sorts of doses have sometimes cured. My own 
favourite potencies are, however, from the first to 
the third decimal, both in the case of triturations 
and tinctures. I sometimes, however, meet with 
cases where the sensitiveness to the action of drugs 
is so extreme that the 12th, 18th, or 30th potency 
must be exhibited in order to avoid medicinal 
istggravation, and I fancy that the rule with every 
judicious physician will be to endeavour to ascertain 
the degree of susceptibility of his patient, and after 
having done so, then to -prescribe in each case that 
size of dose which he thinks will most rapidly cure 
his patient. 

One word more. I have sometimes heard it 
alleged that Homoeopathy is a superficial system 
of medicine, and that it is an easy matter to become 
a HomaBopathic physician, but if I have succeeded 
to any extent in carrying your sympathies along 
with me in the views I have now had the honour 
of laying before you, I hiunbly submit that it has 
been sho^vn to be a noble and scientific system, 
worthy of the highest intellect, and that to be a 
scientific Homoeopathist is by no means the easy 
and superficial matter some of our critics describe 
it as being. 
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Lectubb IL— metritis. 
Gentlemen, — 

I propose occupying the time allotted to u& 
to-day with the consideration of the subject of 
Metritis, as at once one of the most important, and 
one ot the most common of uterine diseases. 

Metritis may aflFect either one,two,or the whole three 
coats of the uterus, constituting what are called 
respectively perimetritis^ endometritis^ and parenchy- 
matous metritis. I confess, however, that I do not 
myself regard this distinction as of very great 
practical importance, since it is scarcely possible 
that any one of the coats of the uterus can be 
seriously aflFected without the others becoming soon 
more or less involved. A more important 
distinction for practical purposes is that between 
acute and chronic metritis. 

Acute Metritis is of -rare occurrence, seldom met 
with in practice except in the puerperal state, or 
following surgical operations on one of the pelvic 
organs. Its occurrence is generally marked by a 
chiU, deep-seated pain, and distinct swelling of the 
region of the uterus, caused by enlargement of the 
organ itself. There are also much tenderness and 
h eat of the vag ina. It sometimes teffllBates in 
utenne a1t)scess, sometimes in extension of the 
disease to the peritoneal covering, threatening life 
itself, and sometimes in complete recovery ; but it 
is very apt to pass into the form of chronic Metritis. 
In the acute state the disease should be treated 
with Aconi^l^ Be^ad<; Y| 1^fi jn 1<^^ ^ptions. As, 
however, this form of the disease is very rarely 
met with in practice, I think it unnecessary to occupy 
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jour time with any lengthy discussion of it, and 
therefore proceed at once to the consideration with 
you of the infinitely more important subject of 

CHRONIC METRITIS. 

This affection may arise from a variety of causes. 
One of these I have already indicated, viz., the case 
where an attack of acute Metritis gradually merges 
into the chronic form. In other cases the extra- 
ordinary sensitiveness induced by the jiu^ype^fil 
Btate, together with accidents occurring at that time, 
constitute by far the more common predisposing and 
exciting causes of the affection. It will occasionally 
happen, e.g.^ that coagula of blood or fragments of 
the placenta will be retained in the uterus, the 
presence of which causes undue irritation of the 
parts. Or the patient may leave her bed, or 
subject herself to physical exertion, or expose 
herself to cold, at too early a period; any or all of 
which circumstances may have the effect of arresting 
those important vital processes which, as we are all 
aware, must go on in the uterus at that period, and 
may in this way induce the morbid state commonly 
termed sub-involution of the uterus, — a condition 
which, as the most frequent cause of chronic 
Metritis, may now require a remark or two. 

The uterus, as we all know, after impregnation, 
begins gradually to enlarge, tUl, from being a body 
of some 2i inches long, it comes to attain, during 
the period of pregnancy, about the length of 12 
inches, increasing, of course, proportionately in 
^very other direction. A concomitant of this 
increase of size is, of course, a corresponding increase 
of weight, so that instea^jjj^ i oz., which is its 
normal weight, it w e^ gJis at the completion of 
pregnancy from 31bs. to 41b s. Immediately after 
parturition, however, the ihuscular fibres of the 
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organ, being now deprived of the enormous supply 
of blood and consequent nourishment which was 
afforded for their growth ahd development during 
pregnancy, begui at once to dissolve under the 
process of fatty degeneration, and become at last 
entirely absorbed as fat by the absorbent vessels 
with which the organ itself is so largely furnished. 
In consequence of this process of degeneration, 
where matters follow their normal course, the organ 
gradually diminishes in size till, in the course of 
some five or six weeks, it becomes reduced to its 
original dimensions. Now it must be obvious to all 
that it becomes a very serious matter indeed when, 
from any cause, this p rocess of metamor phosis is 
■ar^fistfid ! and it so happens, althougli il may be 
difficult to explain why, that this is a result which 
is very apt to follow from any one of the accidental 
influences which I have indicated. The immediate 
effect of this is pftrmf^ppnt pnlflTprftTYipnt of the 
uterus, with all the otner ailments that must in- 
evitably follow from so abnormal a condition. 

Foremost among these ailments is the affection 
which is now under consideration, the seat of which 
may be either in the body or fundus of the uterus, 
but is by far the m oat fcpgup ntlv in the neck, 
constituting what we cal l cervicitis . Hypertrophy 
of any organ implies, as a matter of course, an 
increas ed suppl v of blood to that organ, and also, 
generally spiiUklng, lll(!l'?iased activity in all its 
functions. This involves, in any case, a strong 
predisposition to inflammation ; but in the case of 
the uterus the predisposition thus induced is still 
further strengthened by the increased supply of 
blood which that organ receives regularly every 
month during the process of menstruation, as well 
as by the pressure to which it necessarily comes to 
be subjected on the part of the surrounding 
organs, in consequence of its increased bulk, and by 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



30 

the highly sensitive character of the female con- 
stitution generally. These are the most common 
causes of the disease in those who are married and 
bearing children. In others it may arise from one 
or more of the following causes, viz., organic or 
functional disorder of the liver, between which and 
the uterus there exists a very considerable degree of 
reciprocity of action ; long continued dysmenorrhoea, 
arising from constriction of the os tincae, or flexions 
of the OS internum, both which conditions prevent 
the escape of the menstrual fluid, the uterus being 
thus excited to undue effort in endeavouring to 
expel its contents ; the irritation arising from the 
use of pessaries of improper shape or size ; and, in . 
short, whatever may tend in any way to induce au 
accumulation of blood in the -part. 

As regards the symptoms of this disease, these 
will be, in accordance with the distinction to 
which I drew your^ attention in my first lecture, 
of two classes, viz., functional and physical. 

It will generally, of course, be the former of these 
to which the attention of the practitioner vdU be 
first called. I have already mentioned that enlarge- 
ment of an organ, with the increased vascularity to 
which we have seen that necessarily gives rise, 
means, as a rule, increased activity of its functions. 
But as this affection is almost invariably connected 
with enlargement of the uterus; and, as the two 
great functions of that organ are the secretion of 
the menstrual fluid, and of mucus for lubricating 
the interiial IKflfflg of the organ iiself and of the 
vagina, it follows that these secretions may be expected 
to be morbidly aftected ; and so we find in practice 
that they really are. Indeed, it is of derangement 
of one or both of these functions that the patient, in 
almost every instance, first complains; and it i» 
constantlv happening that what are described as 
cases of leucorrhoea or menorrhagia, and treated as 
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independent diseases, are really nothing whatever 
but chronic Metritis characterized by these symptoms. 
When the mucous lining membrane of the womb is 
<5hiefly affected, leucorrhoea predominates, in conse- 
quence of the over-action of the enormous number 
of glands and mucous follicles with which it is 
furnished, the discharge at first resembling albumen, 
but if long continued becoming pure pus. When 
the m u scu lar coat is the chi e f seat of the diseMe , 
menorrE 'fc^^ WlgTffBTBHTOlft'svmiit^ o^course, 

ansing lirom the immense number and enormous cali- 
bre of the blood-vessels with which the muscular coat 
is endowed for the fulfilment of its various functions. 
When the peritoneal coat is involved, there is gener- 
ally an arrest of function, producing amenorrhoea. 
Other symptoms are sacral and abdominal pains ; a 
sense of weight in the uterine region; and that 
never-failing symptom of uterine irritation, pain in 
one hip joint, besides other dyspeptic, hysterical, 
and sympathetic pains familiar to every practitioner. 
Sterility is apt to be an accompaniment of this 
morbid state. When conception does occur, abortion 
is very likely to follow; or, if the patient escape 
this danger, the ovum is rarely caught in the folds 
of the mucous membrane sufficiently high up in the 
uterus, in consequence of the largeness of the cavity, 
so that, becoming attached at its lower part near 
the OS, that dangerous condition designated placenta 
previa is the inevitable result. 

The disease has also the effect of weakening the 
muscular walls, and rendering any labour both more 
tedious and dangerous than usual. 

Finally, from the pressure of the enlarged organ 
•on the rectum and bladder, the functions of these . 
last are apt, in consequence either of mechanical or 
^jmipathetic irritation, to be greatly disturbed, pro- 
ducing generally constipation, but in some cases 
diarrhoea, on the one hand, and either retention or 
incontinence of the urine, on the other. 
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There can, however, rarely be any certainty that 
the disease is really Metritis without a physical 
examination, which will enable the practitioner very 
quickly to determine the point. Coming, therefore, 
to the pathological and physical symptoms of this^ 
disease, I may state, generally, that its essential 
characteristics are hyperaeuiia of the connective 
tissues and enlargement of the uterus, invariably 
accompanied by tenderness and sense of weight iu 
the uterine region. 

On using the Speculum, it will be found that, as 
a rule, the following conditions will be met with, 
viz : 

1. The Qervix will be found very much enlarged, ' 
sometimes in the direction of its circumference, 
sometimes in that of its length — the former condition 
generally prevailing in the case of women who have 
borne children, the latter in the case of those who 
have not. 

2. The OS will be found swollen and everted, its 
lips sometimes feeling sott, at other times firm, hard, 
indurated, and uneven, making the differential 
diagnosis from cancer rather difficult. 

3. When the disease has existed for any length 
of time, there are erosions and ulcerations of various 
degrees of depth on both sides of the cervix. 

1. The seat of the leucorrhoeal discharge is found 
by the Speculum to be either the vaginal or uterine 
covering of the cervix, or its edge, or the internal 
lining of the uterus itself, according to the point 
on which the morbid action has exercised its chief 
force. 

The Sound, when it can be safely used, (and in 
this disease it ought to be used with great caution,) 
discovers that the cavity of the uterus is always^ 
elongated, and its walls thickened. The colour of 
the mucous membrane of the cervix is found to be 
red, and its surface often dotted with gray, swollen,, 
follicles, containing purulent matter. 
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A^dhesions are apt to occur between the uterus and 
other pelvic organs. 

In consequence of the great vascularily of the 
neck of the uterus, the occurrence of the disease in 
that part leads to dangerous and frequent hoemor- 
rhages. 

We now come to the question of 

DIAGNOSIS. 

The only diseases with which Metritis is in any 
great danger of being confounded are Fibroid Tumours 
and Cancer. 

The differential diagnosis between Metritis and 
Fibroid Tumours is comparatively easy. In the 
former the cervix is enlarged; in the latter it is 
shortened. Should, however, this indication not be 
perfectly clear, the cavity of the uterus may be 
explored by means of the Sound ; or, after dilating 
the neck by sponge-tents, the finger may be intro- 
duced, and the presence or absence of tumours put 
beyond doubt. 

As between chronic inflammation of the cervix 
and Cancer, the diagnosis is much more difficult; 
but eyen this question may, I think, be clearly 
determined, at least after an examination or two, 
by attention to the following points : — 

1. In Metritis the mucous membr^me is movable 
upon the subjacent tissue; in Cancer it is perfectly 
fixed, corresponding to the fixed condition of the 
skin covering Cancer when seated in the breast, 
which is one of its distinctive signs in that organ. 

2. In the case of chronic inflammation, though 
there may be hardness and induration to quite as 
great a degree as in the case of Cancer^ the disease 
nevertheless remains limited to the cervix, so that 
the boundaries of that part remain unaltered, and 
can be clearly defined by the finger. In Cancer this 
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i« never found to be the case ; the malignant action 
almost from the beginning spreads to the surrounding 
parts, especially to the roof of the vagina, so that 
the proper limits of the cervix soon become obliter- 
ated. 

3. In the non-malignant aflfection, the cervix not 
only preserves its identity, but may be freely moved 
amongst the neighbouring parts. In the malignant 
variety, on the contrary, it has not only lost its 
identity, but both it and the surrounding parts 
become perfectly fixed and immovable. 

Some gjmaecologists also attach great importance 
to the matter of irregularity of surface in the diseased 
part, which they allege to be pathognomonic of Cancer. 
But to this supposed differential sign I myself attach 
little or no value, having had under treatment many 
xBases in which such irregularity existed in a most 
marked degree, but in regard to which the satis- 
factory cure which rapidly followed appropriate 
curative measures proved clearly enough that the 
disease had only been Metritis. 

Other supposed distinctive marks are also given 
by obstetricians, which I consider practically useless, 
and with which, therefore, I shall not trouble you. 
Those I have submitted I consider to be the only 
unfailing g^uides in deciding this ftmdamental 
-question of diagnosis. 

With regard to the 

PROGNOSIS 

it is impossible to speak dogmatically, since, in a 
very large proportion of cases, though the malady 
is n ot in itself incura ble, it i s rendered pract ically 
s o by the n'p"KS!vnnrCT^)p. rirf^uiiiS Tgiicefl ftflfl iBflUences 
l^y which the patients are surrounded. In many 
such cases, the original cause of the disease was the 
the fact that the circumstances^ and station in liie of 
the patient compelled her to resume ordinary 
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ho usehold duties too soon aftei* partiiritioTi ; and 
the ctiaracter oi those same circumstances remaining 
unchanged, and thus precluding the patient from 
being able to take the rest necessary to a cure, while 
the d isease is c onstantl y ^'^f fi Hapgi ^^^^^jl J jBi,. fflV /^^^i 
a fresh impclUy and All\lid\ dtionu^omesicn periodi- 



unpd; U!sl and A^tflavation Irom each periodi- 
cal recurrence of menstruation, it goes onunchanged 
f or years^ and som ^^^'^^fj f^^ ^>ff iWiuy^^wimiff^ /^p 
th^se cases, Momoebpatnic medical treatment, along 
Avith attention to the other conditions requisite in 
order to a cure, would remove the disease, admits, 
in my humble opinion, of no manner of doubt. At 
the time of the menopause, when the menstruation 
is finally suspended, one patent source of irritation 
is removed, and many cases consequently undergo, 
at this period, a spontaneous cure. 

With regard to the more fo rtunate class of cases, 
where all the necessary condiuons as to rest, the 
recumbent posture, and medical treatment^'cair'be 
carried out, a cure is frequently effected in fro m^^ , .^ ^ 
^ A TYin|^|^]^^c| ]?ven in sucIT'cases, however, when 
tne scrofulous element preponderates, and the 
disease has existed for a long time, and several of the 
tissues have become deeply affected with indurations 
and ulcerations, the healing process may extend over 
a much longer period. 

The malady often leads to other diseases, and 
thus renders the patient's life miserable ; but it 
very rarely if ever, proves directly fatal to life. 

Having thus discussed very briefly some of the 
more important points in the etiology, pathology, 
symptoms, diagnosis, and prognosis of Chronic 
Metritis, I shall now offer you a few observations on 
the all-important subject of 

TREATMENT. 

In order to place this on a rational and scientific 
basis, it may be proper to recapitulate in a word or 
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two, what we have already seen to be the essential 
pathological characteristics of the disease under 
consideration. These we have found to be hyper- 
plasia of the connective tissue and enlargement of 
the uterus, together with an unfailing tendency on 
the part of those conditions to repeated aggravations 
from the periodical congestions or accumulation of 
blood in the organ. These pathological conditions, 
moreover, we have seen to be generally accompanied 
by various hypertrophies and ulcerations in the 
affected parts themselves, and by various serious 
symptoms of general debility in the constitution 
generally. 

Taking into account, then, these considerations, 
in regard to the nature, accompaniments, and effects 
of the diseases in question, these three indications 
naturallj'' suggest themselves in regard to its treat- 
ment, viz. : — 

1. To cure the chronically inflamed and congested 
■condition of the uterus, and thereby remove the 
tendency to repeated aggi'avation incidental to such 
a condition. 

2. To stimulate the absorbents and alter the 
action of the mucous membrane of the affected 
parts, for the removal of the ijidurations, enlarge- 
ments, and ulcerations, which are secondary products 
of the disease. 

3. To use such local measures as may be 
indicated by the conditon of the parts, and as are 
found, by experience, to be remedial in such cases. 

One of the very first steps necessary to the 
fulfilment of the first two indications, is the imme- 
diate discontinuance, by the patient, of her daily 
household duties ; and such other avocations as 
imply physical exertion. She should eiyoy com- 
plete rest, and at once assume and maintain the 
horizontal posture. Any displacements of the womb 
that may be present should, of course, be immedi- 
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ately rectified, and all pessaries that may be 
productive of irritation in the parts removed. 

These conditions being complied with, the physi- 
cian will proceed with the medical treatment. And 
now especially, in seeking to fulfil the indications I 
have suggested, he will at once find the immense 
superiority of Homoeopathy over Allopathy, so 
obvious to all who have tried both systems, as most 
of our practitioners have done. The inflammatory 
character of chronic metritis is, of course, [for it is 
involved in the very name,] as fully recognised by 
our brethren of the old school as by ourselves; but 
let us look for a moment at the contrast between 
the respective methods of dealing with it in the two 
cases. Among the very first curative measures 
recommended in ordinary Allopathic treatment is 
the application of leeches to the neck of the womb, 
the patient having, on each occasion, to submit to 
the use of a Speculum for the purpose. In my first 
lecture I referred to the case of a lady where this 
course had been pursued for several months without 
conferring the slightest benefit, while the lady, on 
being treated Homoeopathically, became rapidly 
cured. Should leeches fail to empty the uterus 
sufficiently, scarifications are directed to be made on 
the neck of the womb, by means of a knife, every 
three or four days, the Speculum being, of course, 
again made use of for the purpose, and from one to 
two tablespoonfuls of blood being removed at each 
operation. This is the recommendation of Schroeder, 
the most recent writer, and one of the very highest 
authorities, under the old system, on Diseases of 
Women, who declares this to be his own mode of 
practice. Simpson, indeed, goes farther, and recom- 
mends four tablespoonfuls of blood to be removed, 
in ordinary cases, by this operation. When both 
bleeding by leeches and by scarifications prove 
ineffectual for the relief or cure of the disease, the 
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Allopaths have recourse to counter-irritation and 
fearfully-powerful caustics, thus subjecting their 
patients to pain and torture, which we shall imme- 
diately see are utterly needless, always debilitating, 
and sometimes lead to mischievous and disastrous 
results, which render the unfortunate patient misera- 
ble for the rest of her life. Under the Homoeopathic 
system the patient is happily spared all these oruel 
inflictions, the end in view being gained much more 
certainly and speedily as well as safely and pleasantly, 
by our uterine specific applications and remedies. 

Before, however, proceeding farther with the con- 
sideration of the medical treatment, it may be well 
that I submit one or two general remarks by way 
of caution. From his Allopathic studies the student or 
en(Juirer might suppose that when a case of disease 
is of such a nature as to present several indications 
in its treatment, it might be necessary in all cases, 
imder Homoeopathy, as we know it to be generally 
under Allopathy, to administer different classes of 
remedies for the different indications in the case. But 
although this method of treatment is quite admissible 
under Homoeopathic treatment, and is in fact always 
acted on when the interests of the patient can be 
thereby promoted, it is by no means a necessity of 
our system. In many cases, indeed, when treated 
Homoeopathically, all the indications are met and 
completely covered by one remedy alone ; and 
when a practitioner really feels certain that this is 
the case, he never dreams, of course, of administer- 
ing a second remedy. On the other hand I have 
myself frequently found that the cure can be best 
promoted by treating each of the indications I have 
suggested separately and with a different drug. I 
reler to this point, with the view of explaining to 
beginners, at the outset of their career, why it is 
that a Homoeopath sometimes exhibits one remedy 
only at a time, and on other occasions two or more. 
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This will entirely depend upon whether one or more 
are necessary in order to meet all the indications 
and all the important and essential signs and sjonp- 
toms of the case under treatment. 

What, then, are the most important and effi- 
cacious Homoeopathic remedies for Chronic Metritis, 
and how are they to be used ? 

I suppose that different physicians would give 
different answers to these questions, but for myself 
I may state at once that, according to the opinion 
expressed in the previous lecture, and keeping out 
of view those few cases that are characterised by 
excessive debility, a scrofiilous diathesis, and an 
absence or a very reduced amount of the congestive 
element, I know of no drugs in the whole Materia 
Medica so well calculated to meet the purposes in 
view as Belladonna and Mercurius Solubilis. 

There are two grounds on which I venture to 
recommend strongly these two drugs as pri- 
maxy remedies in the disease we are considering. 
The first is that their pathological effects when 
proved on healthy persons prove them to be true 
analogues to the chief morbid conditions of 
Metritis, Belladonna being the simillimum to the 

Erimary essential elements of the disease, viz., the 
yperaemia and consequent enlargement of the 
uterus, and Mercurius shewing the closest possible 
similarity to the consequences of this hyperaemic 
condition, viz., the indurations, hypertrophies, and 
ulcerations which arise from it. But as this side of 
the question, viz., the correspondence between the 
pathological effects of these remedies and the patho" 
logical conditions of Metritis, was ftdly discussed in 
the introductory lecture, it is unnecessary on this - 
occasion to refer further to this part of the 
case. Let us, therefore, take the clinical and 
therapeutic side. 

The symptoms, then, and morbid conditions 
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which I consider therapeutic indications for Bella- 
donna are these, viz., pain and bearing down in 
the back, uterine region, and vagina ; painful mic- 
turition ; heat and congestion of the cervix and 
vagina ; florid colour of the mucous membrane of 
the passages ; erosions, ulcers, and hypertrophies of 
the neck of the womb ; dysmenorrhaea, leucorrhaea, 
menorrhagia, and headache. For these indications 
the action of Belladonna from 1st to 3rd decimal, 
and administered three or four times a day, i& 
marvellous, mitigating in a very short time all these 
different symptoms. Occasionally, when haemorrh ages 
have been severe, I have used with great effect a 
few doses of Sabina, from 1st to 3rd centesimal, as 
an intercurrent remedy for this symptom alone, l3ut 
it is seldom necessary to do this. 

After the administration of Belladonna in this 
way for a wgg^gtHtSP) the p ain and bearing dow n, 
the d ysmenbrrh oea so often necessarilj^presenJ^he 
menorrnagia, the leucorrhoea, the headaches have all 
abated^ indurated parts have at the same time 
becdine softened and less painful, and have been 
rendered much more amenable to the curative 
action of other specific remedies such as Mercurius. 
If the Belladonna is locally applied as a lotion at the 
same time, in cases where the cervix and uterus are 
indurated but not ulcerated, the result is all the 
more satisfactory. 

The conditions for which I have prescribed 
Mercurius are : — A yellow or whitish thickly coated 
tongue ; bad taste in the mouth ; yellowness of the 
conjunctiva and skin ; congestion of the liver ; 
ulcers on the cervix, with foul surfaces and indurated 
edges ; hypertrophy of the cervix ; aphthous 
eruptions on the cervix or lining membrane of the 
vagina, or surrounding the vulva or anus ; profuse 
and cream-like leucorrhoeal discharge. After the 
administration of Mercurius, second or third decimal 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



41 

— 1 grain night and morning for one week — these 
morbid conditions have undergone a manifest 
improvement. 

In a large proportion of cases no other consti- 
tutional remedy than the two I have indicated ia 
required to effect a complete cure, if only care is^ 
observed that the potencies and doses are varied 
according to the sensibility of the patient and the 
progress the case is making towards a cure. 
Without thus varying the potencies according ta 
circumstances, medicinal aggravations are very apt 
to ensue. I frequently administer both remedies at 
the same time, and with the best effects ; the 
Belladonna during the day, and the Mercurius. 
night and morning. It is seldom that a physician 
is consulted in such a disease without meeting in 
each individual case with most of the conditions I 
have described as indications for these two remedies. 
One reason why Mercurius Solubilis acts so bene- 
ficially in these cases, is, as has been already noticed^ 
the frequent association of the disease with disorder 
of the liver, the removal of w^hich by Mercurius 
greatly promotes the cure. The stimulant and 
alterative effects of Mercurius on ulcerations and 
congestions of mucous membranes generally are also 
well known. Sometimes I continue these two 
remedies under the conditions already specified for 
two or three months, or in fact till the case is cured. 

Simultaneously with the administration of those 
constitutional specific remedies. itJjSMiBmImm be 
present, I inv,aHaldji4ttfigfiFit)e one of the local reme- 
dies generally used by Homoeopathists. Those local 
applications are chiefly. Nitrate of Silver, Hydrastis 
Canadensis, Calendula, permaygaiiaift.a,^otass, or 
Condy's fluid, and Glycerine, all which remedies are 
prescribed and applied in various forms according 
to the requirements of the case and the judgment 
of the practitioner. 
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The lunar caustic is sometimes applied in the 
solid state to indolent ulcers, with foul surfaces and 
hard and elevated edges, when situated round the os 
and cervix. I consider it, however, a remedy 
which ought to be used sparingly in this form, in 
order to avoid the evils to which reference has been 
already made as occurring in Allopathic practice. 
Moreover, with our rapidly-advancing knowledge 
of uterine therapeutics, this mode of applying it is 
becoming less and less justifiable in Homoeopathic 
practice ; so that to run the risks I have indicated, 
except under very special circumstances, becomes the 
more indefensible. Applied in solution, in var3dng 
strengths, and by means of a brush, it acts much 
more safely, and very beneficially. I very rarely 
find it necessary to use the solid caustic myselfl 

For nrrlingyy ^^ffffS ^^ HlfifiElJii^^ ^f ^^6 CCrvix, hoW- 

ever, and without a tendency to bleeding, I prefer 
Hy drast is, say a drachm of the powder infused 
in 20 oz. of boiling water, and used as a lotion by 
means of a proper vagina tube, night and morning. 
This is the local application which luse myself more 
frequently than any other in cases accompanied by 
ulceration, in conjunction with the constitutional 
treatment already described. It may be used in a 
much stronger form when the application causes no 
pain; and, judging from its effects, I think the 
remedy deserves all the credit claimed for it in 
ulcerations of mucous membranes by my esteemed 
colleague. Dr. Yeldham. When there is a tendency 
to bleed, a weak solution of Calendula is more suitable. 
When discharges are accompanied by offensive fe t or, 
a weak solution of permang anate of potas s (OonJy^s 
fluid) may occasionally be oi muchn&enefit. Some 
practitioners mix one or other of the drugs now 
mentioned with ^[jfifiOfte, and apply it to the 
ulcerated surface ^3* t>^oona^ mttou WV^^ These 
different modes may, however, be safely left to the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



43 

judgment of the judicious practitioner. It is well 
known to surgeons that one drug used in the form of 
a bticm in the course of a v ery few days loaea ite ^M p f 
tive virtues, and that another shouldjo^^ 
stituted for it. It follows IhaT^every j^acSfiSner 
should have several different lotions at command, 
in order that, by changing them every now and then, 
the curative process may be fully maintained. 

The course of treatment now sketched - out is 
what I myself follow in the majority of cases at 
the beginning of the case; and, as I have 
already indicated, in very many it is quite sufficient 
to effect a complete and permanent cure. In some 
few fias^ however, as has been already hinted, the 
diseaso is characterized, not so much by signs of 
congestion, as by sjnnptoms of scrofula and debility 
in most of the organs of the body ; and in these, as 
well as in the cases where the treatment I have 
described succeeds only in removing the congestive 
condition — a most important point gained — other 
remedies should be administered, of which the most 
generally useful are Sepia, Sulphur, Silica, Calcarea, 
Platina, Creosote and Arsenic. The local applications 
already referred to should also, of course, be used 
and varied, according to circumstances, at the same 
time. 

After the curative effects of the remedies now 
described, viz. : — Belladonna and Mercurius, have 
been exhausted without completing the cure, the next 
most generally useful remedy is Sepia, a drug which 
I cannot do better than introduce to your notice 
in the words of our talented Lecturer on Materia 
Medica at this institution. Dr. Hughes, who says 
with regard to it, " It has been chiefly used in 
chronic diseases, affecting the female sex during the 
period of ovario-uterine activity, and especially 
when the sexual organs themselves are in trouble. 
* Whatever may be the apparent seat of the Sepia 
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disease' says Zethi, 'it maybe safely affirmed (I know 
from experience) that it implies, in any case, certain 
apparent or latent organic or functional disorders of 
the genital apparatus.' The uterine condition of 
which Sepia is curative is one of passive congestion.'^ 
And with regard to various ailments curable by 
Sepia, Dr. Hughes expresses the opinion that it acts 
" probably by dispelling the local congestion which 
caused them," — a morbid condition which, as we have 
seen, constitutes the basis of chronic Metritis. The 
more special indications for Sepia seem to be a 
cachectic and emaciated appearance; yellowness of 
the skin, indicating hepatic disorders; a tendency 
to the formation of warts on the vulva, and to 
eruptions on various parts of the body; and indura- 
tion and ulceration of the cervix. When liSUfiflHJJiga. 
is unusually copious and purulent, arising from deep 
seated ulcerations of the cervix, Silica and Hepar su l- 
phuris, during a lternate weeks, are the best remedies. 

When the scrolulouselement is very prominent, 
Calcarea and Sulphur every alternate week will be 
highly beneficial. In cases marked by Id duration 
of the uterus, and accompanied by melancholia or 
other forms of mental derangement, Platina affords 
the best results. 

Cases of Metritis connected with disorders of the 
liver where a cachectic state of the constitution may 
render Mercurius unsuitable, as well as cases con- 
nected with special irritation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the rectum, will requu-e Podophyllum. 

Various other remedies which it is unnecessary 
to mention are sometimes used, either to aid or 
complete the cure; but, during the administration 
of the chronically-acting medicines now mentioned, 
or any other that may be required, I would recom- 
mend the beginner to bear in mind the anti-inflam- 
matory effects of Belladonna already explained, and 
to prescribe that remedy, therefore, as an inter- 
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current medicine, as occasion may require, during 
the whole course of his treatment. 

I propose to occupy what remains of the hour 
with the narration of the following case, illustrative 
of some of the points that have been indicated : — 

Mrs. P., aet 41, from Newcastle-on-Tyne, applied 
for advice on October, 2nd, 1875, under the following 
circumstances : — 

She had borne 8 children — the last 18 months since. 
All her confinements were accompanied by profuse 
haemorrhage. During the whole period of her 
last pregnancy she menstruated regularly every 
month (for reasons we shall presently see, ) and there 
was much flooding during and after the process of 
parturition. She suckled her baby for nine months, 
but during the latter four months of this period her 
catamenia were regular. Twelve months after the 
date of her last confinement she was seized suddenly 
with a pain in the right ovarian region extending 
backwards to the spine and upwards to the intra- 
scapular space. Two days afterwards she had anattack 
of haemorrhage, which lasted five days. From this 
date to the time of her seeking advice, i. e. six 
months, normal menstruation disappeared, but 
instead she had every fortnight an attack of hae- 
morrhage, the blood beiag always fi*esh and florid, 
with constant leucorrhoea. There was a history 
of cancer in her family. Under these ailments her 
general health became shattered, her appetite failed, 
and her nervous system was so seriously affected 
that she became a victim to deep mental depression 
inducing most painful and almost irresistible 
impulses to commit suicide. At last she began to 
be watched by her friends, and the knowledge of 
this fact servea to intensify her mental and bodily 
suffering. 

In this, as in all cases, the first point to be settled 
was the diagnosis. The patient herself considered 
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she was pregnant, a supposition countenanced by 
the extraordinary size and weight of the bowels, 
and also by the feet that in her previous pregnancy 
the menstrual function was duly and regularly 
performed. Tactile examination, however, having 
shown that she was not pregnant, I introduced the 
uterine Sound, and found the cavity of that organ 
3i inches long and very tender to tne touch of the 
instrument. The walls of the uterus also were 
found thickened, causing hypertrophy of the organ 
in all directions. The cervix was alsohypertrophied 
in a corresponding degree, and feeling very soft and 
spongy to the touch. The colour of the mucous 
membrane in the canal was reddish, and there was 
neither ulceration nor induration. In short I con- 
sidered it a case of sub-involution of the uterus 
connected with chronic Metritis. I prefaced my 
usual course of treatment in this case by a few doses 
of NuxS^on account of the deep gastric de- 
rangemenJ^and the generally bracing eflFect of Nux 
on the mu scular fibre, and on' such a mental condi- 
tion. I prSfSfffed Nux on these grounds in this 
particular case to the usual Platina. After taking 
this remedy for four days I preafirited JBeUadonna, 
and that medicine, alternated with Sabina, as already 
explained, when Metrorrhagia accidentally^occurred, 
was continued for six weeks, at the expiration of 
which period I again introduced the Sound, and 
found the uterus exactly 2 J inches long. The Leu- 
corrhoea and Metrorrhagia had disappeared for the 
last two weeks of this period, and the patient's appetite 
was completely restored. She could sleep by herself, 
though up to this time she dreaded even to go into a 
room alone, and she returned to the North perfectly 
restored to health in mind and body, in which happy 
condition I am given to understand she stiU remains. 
In this case a lotion containing Tincture of Bella- 
donna was used with a syringe night and morning 
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on grounds explained in another part of the lecture. 
Iregret that the time at our disposal and your 
patience will not admit of any more cases being 
narrated on this occasion. 



Lecture IIL— LEUCORRHCEA, 

Gentlemen, 

The subject we have to consider to-day is Leu- 
corrhoea, a malady which may be regarded as a very 
important one, not only from the frequency of its 
occurrence in practice, but also from the fact that 
it may arise from a great variety of morbid conditions, 
demanding, therefore, a corresponding diversity in 
the means of cure. 

In harmony with beneficent physiological arrange- 
ments constantly observed in the animal economy, the 
amount of rbucus secreted in the female genitals, and 
the amount required for the lubrication of their 
mucous lining are, in ordinary cases, so evenly 
balanced that no local or constitutional inconvenience 
is experienced. In many morbid states, however, 
the secretion is both increased in quantity, and 
altered in quality^ inducing both local and consti- 
tutional symptoms of a serious character, and 
constituting the ailment we have now under con- 
sideration. 

It is worthy of notice that the secretions, 
(for there are in reality several), which moisten and . 
lubricate the genital canals differ very materially in 
their properties, physical, chemical, and micros- 
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copical, according to the region or organ in which 
they have been secreted; and this circumstance is 
frequently taken advantage of in the treatment of 
Leucorrhoea, among other means of diagnosis, for 
the determination of the precise seat of the discharge. 
The importance of this, with a view to giving defin- 
iteness and precision to the treatment must be 
obvious to all. 

The mucous secretion, then, which lubricates the 
female genital canals is made up of the following 
diflferent fluids, viz : — 

1. A whitish discharge from the fallopian tubes 
and cavity of the uterus. This is alkaline in its 
re-action, and is distinguished under the microscope 
by its columnar, ciliated, epithelium cells. In health 
this is sufficient in amount only to lubricate these 
surfaces, but in the condition known as uterine 
catarrh, it becomes extremely profuse. 

2. A clpr YJ ^^dLmucys secreted within the ^;gj3;2a? 
uteri J which is also a^]^g|]^. It consists of mucous cor- 
puscles, oil-globules, and dentated epitheliufc, incor- 
porated >vith a very thick plasma. In health this 
rarely appears externally, but acting as a Ifeucous 
plug it serves to guard the cavity of the uterus from 
external agencies, and also acts as a suitable medium 
for the transmission of the spermatozoa. In labour 
it is secreted in great abundance, thus moistening 
the passages and favouring their dilatation. In 
congestion or inflammatory conditions of the cervix, 
the numerous glands of that part acquire extra- 
ordinary activity, so that this cervical mucous 
secretion becomes very abundant, constituting a 
source of serious weakness in the patient ; and this is 
unquestionably the most frequent form of the ailment 
under consideration. It is often seen through the 
Speculum issuing from the os uteri as an albuminous 
fluid rese mblir Q^ tib^ wliitA nf f^r^ poror When this is 
the case iv is always the result of inflammation of 
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the cervical canal, and is frequently known under 
the term catarrh of the cervix. 

3. A mucus consisting of plasma, not viscid, 
containing scaly epithelium cells, which comes from 
the vaginal surface of the cervix, lips of the uterus, 
and upper part of the vagina, and instead of being, 
like the two secretions already described, alkaline, is 
acid in its reaction. Sometimes, in morbid states, 
the*l&uid element is scanty, and the secretion adheres, 
as a cheesy-looking substance, or like the boiled albu- 
men of eggs, to the mucous membrane of the os 
uteri. This substance, under the microscope, is 
found to consist of scaly epithelium and oil-globules. 
In other diseased conditions, in consequence of the 
abundance of the plasnia^ the secretion resembles 
pus or cream. These forms of secretion arise from 
sub-acute inflammation of the mucous membrane of 
the vagina, without ulceration. The puriform secre- 
tion, which may be creamy-looking, yellow, or green, 
may be due to Gonorrhoea, or to suppurative action 
in surfaces deprived of epithelium, and undergoing 
the process of granulation. When due to Gonorrhoea, 
the mucous membrane, from the os uteri to the os 
externum, is swollen and painful, and the urethra 
partakes of the same character. The hypersemic 
condition of the uterus induced by pregnancy, 
frequently gives rise to the creamy form of the 
secretion on the vaginal portion of the uterus during 
that state. 

4. An* acid secretion of mucus produced from 
the lower portion of the vagina, in which, from 
morbid conditions of the secretion itself, and from 
want of cleanliness, certain parasites are frequently 
found. 

5; A clear viscid secretion fro"^ Pf^r^ihglJ"^^^ 
is exuded Jurinor "irritation trom any 



glands, which is exuded during irritation from any 
cause, particularly during labour, thus serving 
to moisten the vulva. 
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6. An oily mucus secreted by the sebaceous 
and mucous glands of the vulva and labia, for the 
supply to these parts of the necessary moisture, and 
which constitutes a frequent source of leucorrhoeal 
discharge. 

It thus appears that we have, in the female 
genital canals, no less than six different mucous 
secretions, four of which bring with them evidence 
of the part or organ from which they have come, 
and any one, or all, of which may be morbidly 
affected either in regard to quantity or quality or 
both, so as to require the aid of the physician. We 
have thus, in examining a patient suffering from- 
leucorrhoea, to consider first of all whether the 
discharge comes fi:om the inner surface of the labia 
majora, from the mucous lining of the vagina, from 
the vaginal covering of the cervix, from its canal, 
or from the uterus itself. Cervical ^'^■^■^.^■^^■^kP^ 
leucorrhoea c^jij^g^diggflflsgjj ve^'qu^H^^ISy^SS^ns 
of the ipeculum, through which (as has been already 
said) the discharge can frequently beseenoogy^g 
fr^^«^^i^«2^^ ^^ pujj**ent 

But in addition to the different forms of Leu- 
corrhoea arising from morbid deviations in any of 
the several secretions now described, there may, in 
chlorotic and other constitutional conditions, be a 
transudation of the watery elements of the blood 
through the mucous membrane of any part of the 
genitalia constituting serous Leucorrhoea. 

With regard to the 

ETIOLOGY 

of this affection, it may arise from local or con- 
stitutional causes. 

Of the former, the most frequent are inflam- 
mation, acute or chronic, in any part of the genital 
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tract, fibroid or other tumours, cancer, polypi, flexioXis 
or displacements of the uterus, and tiie. use of 
pessaries unsuitable in size or shape. In short a!iy 
local cause which will induce, either mechanically 
or sympathetically, congestion, irritation, or ulc3r- 
ation of the mucous membrane in any part of its 
course, may produce Leucorrhoea. 

It very frequently happens, however, that even 
after the removal of the original exciting cause, the 
discharge continues, while, in other cases, no local 
cause whatever can be detected as having operated 
at any point of its history, the Leucorrhoea being 
in jfact simply the outward manifestation of some 
form of constitutional weakness, such as we fre- 
quently meet with in the case of other mucous 
membranes, which are similarly affected when the 
sy&tem has been wasteil or debilitated from any 
cause. Chronic catarrh, bronchitis, and chronic 
diarrhoea or dysentery, may be cited, among other 
diseases, as examples of this proposition. Leu- 
corrhoea, in this way, frequently arises from the 
constitutions bsing strongly tainted by the scro- 
fulous diathesis, or, as it is commonly described, 
from the blood's being *^ poor," no matter what the 
original cause of that poverty of blood may be. 
At other times the ailment is the direct result of a 
chill, producing congestion in the system, which 
congestion, instead of attacking, as it often does, the 
mucous membranes of the throat or bronchial tubes, 
and so producing ordinary catarrh, is from various 
causes attracted to the mucous lining of the uterus 
and vagina, where a hypersecretion of mucus or au 
exudation of serum immediately takes place^ con- 
stituting one of the simplest forms of Leucorrhoea^ 
In yet other cases this affection is the result of the 
appearance on the mucous membrane of the vagina 
of some one of the different forms of eruption which 
more commonlv occur on the external surface ( f 
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the body, such, e.g.^ as eczema ; or such as occur 
in the case of other mucous membnmes, such as 
aphthee or thrush, which is frequently met with on 
tne lining membrane of the mouth. Leucorrhoea 
may also result, as already stated, from Gonnorrhoeal 
infection, in which case the only differential sign is 
the simultaneous and similar affection of the meatus 
and urethra. It may be further stated as a general 
proposition that whatever disturbs the balance of 
the circulation or the equilibrium of the nervous 
system may produce " whites ;" , also functional or 
organic disease of neighbouring or distant organs, 
such as derangement of the kidneys, liver, lungs or 
heart. 

The extraordinary sensitiveness of the female 
genital organs thus indicated need not surprise us 
when we remember the physiological monthly 
congestion to which they are subject by the process 
of ovulation. 

These are some of the most common causes of 
Leucorrhoea. But in whatever way the disease 
may have originated, its long continuance is very 
detrimental to the health, inducing constitutionally 
great debility and lassitude with unfitness for 
exertion, hysteria and dyspepsia, the last charac- 
terized by want of appetite, flatulence, and generally 
constipation ; while locally there is almost always 
a sense of weak ness in the back accompanied by 
beari ng dow n pMlI^, aUfl 111 fiome cases with prajitlia 
and^aflOtl?' flJfJhs of irritation and ulcerSSonsm 
the womb and vagina, the result either of the con- 
gestion of the mucous membrane giving rise to the 
affection, or of the irritating character of the morbid 
discharge itself. 

The diagnosis of the different varieties is 
comparatively en.sy, by examining when necessary 
the characters, chemical and microscopical, of the 
discharge, as already explained ; vaginal leucorrhcBa 
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"being milky white or cream like, acid in its re- 
:action, and containing scaly epithelium cells, 
•characteristic of the vaginal mucous membrane in a 
state of disintegration, while the uterine or cervical 
form of the discharge is, when recent, glairy or 
>^buminous (as was mentioned in the lecture on 
Metritis), alkaline in reaction, and containing the 
-ciliated cylindrical cells characteristic of intra- 
uterine mucous lining ; when of long continuance 
the uterine Leucorrhcea becomes purulent, in conse- 
•quence of excessive action, abrasion, or ulceration of 
the mucous membrane of the organ. Leucorrhcea 
irom cQjicefis generally distinguished by its offensive 
ietor and frequent admixture with blood. 

-Sll these, howev^SP, aumwsll /RT other . less 
important points may be quickly and finally 
•determined, when it may seem necessary, by means 
of the Speculum. 

The foregoing remarks may be taken as a very 
brief summary of the chief pomts of interest in the 
natural history, pathology, etiology, and diagnosis 
of Leucorrhoea, such as, in my humble opinion, it is 
necessary to bear in mind if we would treat the 
disease on Homoeopathic principles intelligently and 
not empirically. 

We now come to what is, of course, the most 
important and practical point connected with the 
^sease, viz., its 

TREATMENT. 

And here I may remark that in no other disease 
is the treatment of the two systems of medicine 
more diverse than in the case of the disease under 
consideration ; and I think there can be no difficulty 
at all in shewing that this difference in the treatment 
redounds to the credit of Homoeopathy. 

liCt us for a moment compare and contrast the 

E 2 
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prmciplcs on- which each system treats this di^eascw^ 
Simpson, the great champion of Allopathy, directs 
the acute variety of Leucorrlioea to be treated by ^ 
the " milder antiphloglstics, warm baths, hot fomen-' 
tations, and sedative injections, combined with 
opiates and diaphoretics internally." The delbili- 
tating effects of all such perturbative treatment is 
aVoided by Homoeopathy, which treats this, as it does 
f\]l its diseases, by remedies having a special affinity 
for the diseased parts and the diseased actions, leaving 
other parts and other actions unaffected and undis- 
turbed by tlie treatment. 

With regard to the chronic form of Leucorrhoca, 
that the Homoeopathic treatment is in theory much 
more in accordance with true science, as well as more 
efficacious in practice than the Allopathic, can be 
made equally manifest. The chief point in Simpson's 
constitutional treatment is to restore and promote ^ 
the. general health, and with this view he recom- 
mends the administration of the most powerful - 
tonics, Such as " Quinine, Bibeerine," " some of 
tiie mineral tonics, and, above all, the use 
of Iron," which last remedy he directs to be 
exhibited in combination wdth arsenic. But as has 
been already she^vn, and as every practitioner is w^U 
aware, nnn r^f t|~ g irhinf mnrhirl nnn rlitinnn of this 
cUsease is^lvcabRggg^jjfjUk^^ organs, and, 

in a large proportion of cases, the "^;^;^.aurhi>M^'' 
fating remedjcs c aBiQOly jrj!:r£!l?Si thflXJ^S^^'^^i »^^l 
so interpose an addition^il^fetadki to the successful 
treatment of the case. 

The local applications of the old system can be 
shewn to be in many cases equally unscientific in 
theory and mischievous in practice, as they 
consist chiefly of various caustics, and powerful and 
irritating astringents calculated to stop the discharge 
at all hazards ; but, as the disease in question 
frcquomly operates as :\u outlet, or safety valve to 
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some constitutional, or local pathological condition 
requiring to be treated before the LeucorrW^ cap. 
be safely arrested by the mere local action, of 
caustics and astringents, the inevitable consequence 
i>{ such treatment is in many cases the prematura 
stoppage of the discharge, witli metastasis to some 
other part, and other painful and dangerous con- 
sequences. 

In other instances the same applications serve to 
convert a simple irritation or abrasion of the mucous 
membrane into ulceration of the part, thus inflicting 
needless suffering, and other evils which under a less 
lieroic, but more scientific, course of treatment, 
might have been avoided. In contrast to all these 
one-sided and partial views of the requirements of 
the .case, the. Homoeopathic practitioner seeks to 
forma just estimate of all the morbid influences 
which have operated in producing or keeping up the 
disease, and, having determined this point, he 
endeavours to select from the rich stores of the 
Homoeopathic materia medica, a drug which, in its 
■ range of action, shall offer a true simillimum to all the 
essential points and aspects of the case. By actinjg 
on this principle, and thereby removing the cause or 
causes of the morbid discharge, the latter very fre- 
<]uently ceases without any local application, but 
that of simple water. And when, from th'j morbid 
persistence of independent action in the mucous 
membrane, local applications are conducive or 
necessary to the cure, he endeavours to use such 
rAS are specific rather than astringent in their action, 
in order that when he removes an outward symptom, 
the morbid condition producing it may be also 
cured. 

Taking these principles as our guide let us see 
what remedies Homoeopathy has to offer in the treat- 
ment of LeucorrhcBa. In answering this question it 
is necessary to draw a distinction between the causes 
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of this disease which are local in their character and?. 
those which are constitutional^ because the remedies 
for the former are prescribed according to theijr 
pathogenetic effects on the parts and organs imme* 
oiately concerned, while the indications for treating 
the latter are the known effects of the drugs on the 
constitution generally. 

!• With regard to the first class, from the opin- 
ions I expressed in the two previous lectures and 
the facts 1 adduced in support jgtJthose opinions as.to- 
the Homoeopathicity of t|(jj!tfftV^y]]r3 to congestive and 
inflammatory conditions (j^tjji/iemale organs, you 
will naturally expect metSconsider Belladonna a 
primary remedy in all forms of Levicorrhcea arising 
from or accompanied by congestive states; and as very 
few eases occur in which congestion is not met with 
either as a cause, accompaniment, or result of the- 
disorder, I conclude that there are few cases in which, 
it is not a most valuable remedy at some time or other* 
during its course. The chief therapeutic indications 
of this remedy are pain and bearing down in the 
sacral or uterine region, sense of weight in the ab- 
domen, heat and burning in the vagma, with redi 
colour of its mucous membrane and a profuse milky- 
looking mucous discharge, engorgement of the cer- 
vix and eversion of the os, and painful and difficult 
micturition. Its action is well illustrated by the 
following : — 

CASE 

M. A., aged 19, admitted into this Hospital 
October 4th. 1875. She complained of pain in the 
left hypochondriac region extending to right breast* 
Abdomen distended and Leucorrhoea very trouble* 
some. The uterus was tender to touch and its 
cervix tender and enlarged. Belladonna 1* thrice 
a day was prescribed. 
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Oct. 18th, greatly relieyed^ nb pain, no discbarge, 

Nov. 2nd. Cervix still tender and elongated, but 
soft. 

Nov. 16th. Cervix free from tenderness, no 
Leucorrhoea. Discharged cured. No other remedy 
or lotion was used in this case. 

Here, however, I must interpose a remark by way 
of caution. It is particularly in cases accompanied by 
foxa and active congestion that I consider the cura- 
tive eflFects of Belladonna unequalled. Cases arising 

from p assive con 

are best treated w^^^^mJ The sphere of action of 
each remedy is illuwS^d by the following — 



CASE. 

E.H., aged 52,. admitted May 1st, 1875. 
In this, case the Uterus was prolapsed and accom* 
panied by profuse discharge. There was also severe 
pain in Sacrum, which was always increased when 
Leucorrhoea was suppressed. There was also great 
debility. Under the action of Belladonna all these 
symptoms disappeared within a month. On Oct. 
19th there was a slight return o f the Leucor rhcsa, 
but w ithout any p ain or 
eating active conges 
Sepia was administered, 
mediately disappeared. 

The next remedy I shall mention is a drug also 
referred to in the previous lectures as possessmg a 
very special relationsHpHo diseases of the female 
genital organs, viz., Mercurr 

To its pathogenetic^ xXSsM ^l ^ ifx^ well as those of 
Belladonna) on these organs, I consider it un- 
necessary to refer, this point having already been 
fully discussed in the introductory lecture, leading, 
therefore, only the clinical indications for its use to be 
mentioned here. I prSvA \^ mYfifr^** "'^ TiPnrlY '"^^ 



and 



Eess, as Detore, indi- 

ccasion therefore 

the discharge im- 
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marked by congesticsn or oth^r disorder of the Uver^ 
deep seated- irritation, abrasions, ulcerations, or 
eruptions of the mucous membranle of the vagina Or 
ceryix. I iadminister it above all where the discharge 
^is creamy-looking, yellow, or purulent. It very 
quickly changes the character and colour of such' a 
discharge, converting it into the much more simple 
milky form of Leucorrhoea. When it is so changed 
I give Belladonna as already indicated if there is 
active congestion, and Sepia w^ien the congestion is 
passive, such as we meet with in certain cases of 
displacement of the Uterus, while, if the discharge 
is simply^--elmracterised by |7;f]fl,|^,„prf)fnffkrtt in 
quantity J^iUgft is the best remedy! The following 

CASE 

may illustrate the action of several of these remedies. 

M.W., aged 37, admitted September 28, 1875. 
She was the mother of three children in 13 years, 
the last six years ago. She had had thin yellowish 
Leucorrhoea for 1 year. Catamenia regular. On 
examination an abundant yellowish discharge was 
seen oozing from the uterus through the Speculum. 

No ulceration visible. 

To take Mercurius, S"" a dose thrice a day. 
Lotion of Hydrastis, 

October 12. Has felt much stron;>:er since taking: 
the medicine. Discharge diminishing, and less yellow. 
Has suflTered from pU^ for years. Take two 
drops C Esculus t wice Jaoay, Continue Mercurius 
night and ni6rniiig.''*'*?ro have a lotion of carbolic 
acid 1 part to 40. 

October 26. — No piles since taking the OBsculus. 
Discharge continues. No pain. From this date to 
January 11th she took Merc^j^U8»<ASMl«JMfet^nna 
during alternate fortajghts, and using a Hydrastis 
lotion. . On^thisiastloate the discharge had entirdy 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



59 

lost its yellow colour, and had acquired a white 
appearance like milk, and was very profuse. $'6r 
this Silica was given, and with good effect. On 
January 25 the discharge having much diminished, 
and the patient complaining of pricking of the. eyes, 
Belladonna was again administered, and the last 
€ntry in the book inserted February 8th is " Almost 
weU." 

In many cases I am in the habit of administering 
Mercurius and Belladonna at the same time for 
•different indications, as in the following — 

CASE, 

referred to in my first lecture as illustrating the 
disastrous effects of inaccurate diagnosis on maternal 
feelings, paternal hopes, and professional reputations. 

E. A., a5t 42, admitted August 31st, 1875, suffer- 
ing from the following symptoms : — enlargement of 
the abdomen, which quite equalled in size that of a 
pregnant woman at full terra, a sense of weight in 
the bowels; difficulty and ^pain in micturition; 
constant yellow Leucorrhoea ; haemorrhage from the 
uterus every three weeks for last twelve months. 
A digital examination discovered the os and cervix 
much enlarged and indurated, and tender to touch. 
She had been troubled with morning sickness for 
some months. She had suffered from most of those 
tiilments for three or four years, and had consulted 
four medical men who diagnosed pregnancy. 

Belladonna 1^. twice a day and Mercurius 1* night 
and morning were prescribed. 

September 14, size of swelling reduced to 
one-half; induration of os disappearing. 

September 28, os nearly natural m size ; no tender- 
ness on examination ; reports hcrsielf as much better ; 
says the edges of her dress overlap each other in 
front to the extent of six inches ; abdomen quite 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 

flat Leucorrhoea cured. So far as the uterine dis- 
orders were concerned, she was now perfectly cured; 
she called again on October 12, for an inflamed 
condition of the cerrical glands, arising from cold, 
for which Belladonna alone was prescribed; and 
again on the 26th of the same month for the same 
ailment. On that day she stated menstruation had 
occurred the week before, just one day within the 
fourth week. As already stated, she had an attack of 
menorrhagia every three weeks for the previous 
twelve months. All her ailments were now cured^ 
and I have heard no more of the patient. 

To illustrate the curative action of Mercurius, in 
eruptions of the mucous lining of the vagina, let 
me relate the following — 

CASE. 

E. H., aged 60, admitted June 15th, 1875, for 
scalding Leucorrhcea, caused by a large number of 
ulcers on the mucous membrane of the vagina, and 
from which she had suffered for years. Surrounding 
the ulcers, the surface was of a bluish red colour. 
Mercur . 3* was prescribed,with a lotion of Hydrastis ; 
and both the ulcers and discharge were cured within 
two weeks. Some tenderness and lividity of the 
mucous membrane remained, which the use of Bel- 
ladonna for a few days, and after that Sepia, succeeded 
in removing. This patient had previously been under 
Homoeopathic treatment for a long time, and had 
taken a large number of Homoeopathic remedies 
without result. 

After the remedies now mentioned for the local 
varieties of Leucorrhoea, I have next obtained the 
best results from the following medicines, given 
according to their proper indications : — 

1. Fvlsatilla for a white mucous discharge, par- 
ticularly if menstruation is also scanty. This 
medicine cures both morbid states at the same time. 
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2. Ferrwm^ Platmuvi^ or Arsenicum^ in serous Leu- 
corrhoea ; but Dr. Bayes considers Magnesia muriatioa 
almost infallible in this condition. 

3. Kreasotum^ when the discharge is acrid and 
burning with an offensive odour. 

Several other remedies, as well as the local treat- 
ment I myself prefer, are mentioned in the lecture 
on Metritis, of which disease Cas was mentioned on 
that occasion) Leucorrhcea is often a mere symptom. 

II. Let us now for a few minutes consider the treat- 
ment of the constitutional varieties of the disorder. 

1. The Ancemic. In debilitated states, marked by 
anaemia, mucous discharges are easily excited, par- 
ticularly in the mucous membrane of the female geni- 
tals, the muscular and mucous tissues, and even the 
very coats of the vessels all becoming so defective in 
tone, and the bl ood so thin that an exudati on of its 
watery element, mixed or not with mucus, readily 
takes place. Sometimes such a constitutional state 
produces Leucorrhcea ; at other times long-continued 
Leucorrhcea induces this constitutional condition, 
which, in its turn, re-acts on the discharge, and 
serves to keep it up indefinitely. In either case, i.e.^ 
whether the ausemic condition be cause or effect, 
the sovereign remedy is Iron. True, the state of 
the d igestive ^SPpCBflfmust De first- ^*ff nft^dp.r<>t^^ and 
any deran gement in them corrected w^th Pulsa tilla. 
Nux or Cihina ; but where the tongue is clean, and 
nolrritation is present in the stomach or bowels, no 
remedy is so effectual as iron for the cure of this form 
of Leucorrhcea. I do not enter here on the question of 
its modus operandi — that is a disputed point — but its 
marvellous curative virtues in ansemic chlorotic con- 
ditions of the female sex, admits of no dispute at 
all, except in the imaginations of those bigoted, or 
timid HomcBopathic medical authors who, because 
it does not act according to the Homoeopathic law, in 
deliberate defiance of facts, keep this remedy in the 
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l)ack fjrouud. Homoeopathic nairow-mindedness, 
prejudice, or bigotry, however, may be quite as in- 
jurious to our patients as Allopathic, and ought to be 
treated with an equally stern hand. This remedy, 
however, cures not as a medicine in the ordinary sense 
of the term, but is appropriated in some mysterious 
way as food, so that there is the less necessity for be- 
ing jealous of its reputation. 

2. Theonlyotherconstitutionalweaknessconnected 
with T4eucorrhQea I shall notice is Scrofula. For 
this condition, as mentioned in the lecture on 
Metritis, Sulphur and Calcarea during alternate 
weeks seem to afford the best results. Cod-liver 
oil also should be taken at the same time. 

Other constitutional debilitating states, which it is 
unnecessary to specify, very often accompany 
Leucorrhoea in the relation either of cause or effect. 
I believe the principles already laid before you, and 
the experience of the judicious physician will easily 
suggest the means to be adopted in such cases. In 
: a word, if the practitioner will not rest without 
finding outt;he causes of the disorder and the chief 
pathological conditions accompanying it, and treat 
those causes and conditions, he is certain to fulfil 
his mission. This last principle will also cover all 
the causes of the disease arising from tumours and 
other pathological lesions too numerous to be 
mentioned. 

In conclusion, let me say one word on hydropathic 
appliances in this disorder. In the treatment of all 
tlie constitutional varieties of the disease I cannot 
speak too highly in their praise, when judiciously 
administered. The great mistake with regard to 
such means is that they are too frequently recom- 
mended to be used at too low a temperature at the 
beginning; the consequence of which error is deficient 
subsequent reaction, pain, aiid debility. What I 
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am HI the habit of advising is a dailj^thkjat fiO^ or 
85^ for 5 miuutes, and to lower the fempemture, and 
increase the duration of the bath gradually day by 
day as the patient can bear it, till the whole body 
can be immersed in water perfectly cold, should 
the circumstances justify it. 
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Lecture IV.— MENORRHAGIA. 
Gentlemek,— 

The last subject in the syllabus of the present 
course of lectures, words, is ]3[enorrha^ia, which, as 
you are all aware, means excessive menstruation, 
as opposed to, Metrorrhagia, the term used to denote 
haemorrhage from the uterus independently of the 
menstrual process. On former occasions I have 
referred to the physiological congestion to which the 
female sexual organs are subject monthly by the pro- 
cess of ovulation, as a primary reason for the 
extraordinary liability to derangement by which both 
those organs themselves and the whole female con* 
stitution Ae characterized. That this process there- 
fore should itself be liable to deviations from the 
healthy standard, will be matter of wonder to no one 
who bears in mind not only the liability of the parts 
concerned to organic diseases, but also the extra- 
ordinary and reciprocal sympathy existing between 
the secreting organs on the one hand and the female 
system generally on the other. 

Menorrhagia occurs in three conditions of the 
system ; first, one of plethora, to which it frequently 
serves the purposes of a safety valve ; secondly, one 
of debilit y, which condition is reacted upon and 
pe^^pSHSled by the excessive discharge ; and, 
thirdly, it frequently occurs in connection with and 
is kept up by organic disease of the female organs. 
The disease is characterised and diagnosed by the 
catamenia appearing more frequently, being more 
profuse or sanguineous, or continuing longer than 
usual ; but whether we meet with only one or all of 
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these deviations the effect on the constitution is to 
induce a state of relaxation and debility, which it is 

Sainful to bear, and a predisposition to other 
iseases, all which compel the patient to seek 
medical relief. 

When a physician is called to see a case of 
Menorrhagia it seems very desirable that he should 
l)e able to determine to which of the three classes 
already particularized the case belongs, because 
medical treatment that would be curative in one of 
these classes might be not only inappropriate but 
Mghly injurious in either of the other two. E.g., 
should the case be one merely of great debility and 
Telayatioii witli anasmia, a very common case, it 
would be his duty to use all means in his power, 
loth local and general, for the purpose of imme- 
diately arresting the discharge, and so removing 
the drain which served to impoverish the whole 
system ; on the other hand, should the case be 
connected with a state of plethora or with organic 
uterine disease, the too sudden stoppaoje of the 
<iischarge, at least by local means, might produce 
inflammation either in one of the genital organs or 
.^ome distant organ of the body. 

With regard to the two first conditions mentioned 
viz., those of plethora and debility, it is, as a rule 
easy enough to differentiate between them ; but to 
determine the question of the presence or absence 
•of uterine disease requires of course a physical 
examination. 

Occasionally, however, the loss of blood is so 
great when a practitioner is first summoned, and it 
is increased to such an extent by the slightest 
attempt at an examination, that it may be safer to 
leave the last point undetermined until the discharge 
has been either moderated or, for the time being, 
removed altogether. In all such cases, Le. when 
itlie flooding is so excessive as to endanger life,, the 
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fii^&t duty of the physician is ti lose no time in 
j\rresting^ the .discharge, an object happily which in 
99 cases out of every lOO can be easily and safely 
accoinplished by the selection of a remedy corres- 
ponding with tnc general phenomena presented by 
the case. - ^ 

This object having been accomplished, the prac- 
titioner is then in a position, by instituting a 
physical examination, and having recourse to all 
other means of diagnosis, to determine finally, all 
doubtful questions connected with the case. In 
these circumstances, the most importar^t questions 
obviously are — what are the remedies furnished by 
the Homoeopathic system against htcmorrhage from 
the uterus, and in what cases should each be admini- 
stered ? In the course of the following few remarks, 
by w^ay of answer to these questions, I propose to 
mention the drugs which I have myself found most 
successful against such accidents in practice, speci- 
fying, as we proceed, the grounds on which each 
remedy is selected, and the relations to the three 
different conditions already mentioned as generally 
accompanying Menorrhagia. 

With regard to the fu-st class of cases, viz: — the 
plethoric^ no remedy seems to correspond so closely, 
in lis pathojienetic eifects^^pittithe j)henomena met 
with in such cases as. ^coniti^ It produces in 
health and therefore cures M"i4feease the tumultuous 
action of the heart, and arteries, the congestion in the 
head, the giddiness, the flushed countenance, the full 
and bounding pulse, the chills, alternated by flushes 
of heat, the hot skin, and other symptoms of general 
congestion, always present in such cases. It 
shpuld be continued till the amelioration in those 
symptoms, shows that the system has been fully 
brought under its influence. 

Should cold have been the exciting cause of the 
attack, it mil be an additional indication for Aconite. 
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I giVe it in drop doses of the first or second decimal, 
•evenr half hour. , 

Tnejak^^medicine I shall mention for these cases 
lis B gljadon^ the close relationship of which remedy 
flis sESWlTDy its pathogenesy to congestion of the 
(Uterus and other pelvic organs, I have on previous 
•occasions repeatealy referred to. The indications 
-for its administration are a sense of ^d^sight in the 
nf/>mifl flitifjjytfiT'^ region, bearmWownjgg^ns, painful 
fnicturition, and a copious, ciark-coKured, sanga*^ 
ineous discharge. Every one of these symptoms is 
ibund among the provings of the drug. 

When Menorrhagia occurs as a symptom of 
Metritis, acute or chronic, or of a fibroid tumour^ 
no remedy covers so completely all the requirements 
of the case, for it not only cures the capillary ccm- 
gestion, which is the immediate cause of the hsBmor* 
arhage, but serves at the same time to remove the 
hypersBmia of the deeper tissues which lies at the 
Tery basis of those cases. 

As I mentioned on a former occasion, for the single 
«3maptoms of Menorrhagia, its action requires oc^ 
casionally to be supjjjem^ted by a few doses of 
JS abina^ a remedy to which I shall presently invite 
your attention. 

The broad distinction which I myself draw 
between Aconite and Belladonna in these cases is that 
I give Aconite when the case is marked by general 
fulness and disturbance of the circulation with a high 
degree of temperature and fever; and Belladonna 
when a more locally-acting medicine seems to be more 
indicated by the symptoms of the case. This distinct 
tion is liable to modifications in exceptional circum- 
stances. 

They may very advantageously be given in alter^ 
nation in cases indicating both remedies. To give j 
Bellfldf^pT^g In ptrr-n r^'^^'^^p^n ^^fllliJ^^T without^n^.^/ 
g?Sllioii would be a mere wagtg fl^JjfflQ* "^ K 
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/ I feel as if I required to offer bitheif an a]36lbg^ 
for, or vindication of, my strong and repeated recoin^ 
xnendatiohs of Belladonna in congestive uterine 
diseases in the course of these lectures; and, there^ 
fore, in the hope of fulfilling such a purpose, I shall^ 
with your kind permission, narrate the first case that 
impressed me with a conviction of its superior value 
in tsucTi doses. 

. Fifteen years a^o, a lady residing at Newcastle* 
on-Tyne, went to Edinburgh to seek advice from the 
late Sir James Simpson for a frequentdischarge of 
yxp^from the womb, with whiclfWeTiad been 
afflicted for some years; she had also an almost 
c onstant Leucorrhoeal disc harge, with constant 
abhing, ana a sense of weak ne s s in t he small of the 
back, in consequence ot^ali wiucli' "fflments her 
strength had been greatly exhausted. 

6For these symptoms Simpson repeatedly ap- 
plied caustics locally, ice-bags to the spine, and he 
further adopted other very heroic measures, which; 
as every one knows, he was very fond of using 
in his practice. All these inflictions, however, 
answered no useful purpose; the lady left Edin-» 
burgh, not only uncured, but greatly weakened by 
the severe treatment to which she had been sub- 
jected. The patient then went to Glasgow to seek 
the aid of another medical practitioner, and after 
some weeks' trial of his treatment, she finally 
returned home worse than when she left. Having 
thus exhausted, apparently, the resources of Allo- 
pathy Avithout result, she then — as frequently 
happens in such cases — resolved to try whether 
Homoeopathy could be of benefit in her case. On 
examining the parts, I found the os uteri intensely 
indurated and elongated, with small ulcers on the 
lips. On comparing the congestive conditions, and 
other symptoms present, with several medicines 
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I came to the conclusion that Bellpdbnna was the 
remedy required by the case ; and by its vsei 
(Constitutionally and locally applied, the lady i^as 
satisfactorily cured, and has continued perfectly 
well ever since. This case was cured entirely by- 
Belladonna, .without any other medicine. Since 
that period I have continued to use my favourite 
Belladonna in siich conditions as I have on several 
occasions indicated ; and, like all trustworthy friends, 
the longer I am acquainted with it the better I like 
It. Let it, however, be exhibited in the proper 
cases only :— what those are, according to my humble 
judgment, has been on several occasions particular-^ 
ized in the course of these lectures. 

The . next drug to which I shall direjji-^your 
attention in cases of Menorrhagia, is j&abina^s^ 
remedy which, according to my experiSlftefvvill 
cure a larger number of cases of simple and uncom- 
plicated Menorrhagia and Metrorrhagia than any 
other medicine in the whole Homoeopathic Materia 
Medica. 

I have already said that where decided and per- 
sistent symptoms of congestion with indurations from 
hypertrophy are present, I give the palm to Bella- 
donna ; out where the predominant morbid symptom 
is si qaply haemorr hage from the uterus, occurring 
Avitho ut m^ken ^ con stituti Qijjf^, distur bance, or 
orgSiic disea^eTanT^vhen me disclia^^ is danger- 
ously profuse, I know of no remedy that acts with 
certainty and promptness, equal to that of Sabina. 
The blood being brig |^t re d, indicating^ a high degree 
of irritation of th e arter kJ system, is an additional 

indicarton l&P ItS" u^eJ TKis drug pathogenetically 

exerts its chief influence on the uterus and ovaries, 
causing inflammation, hemorrhage, and in very large 
doses, abortion. Its power to produce these results 
is so well known that it forms the chief ingredient 
in those dangerous mixtures, sometimes cnminally 
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fulministered to procure abortion. In consequence ci 
^ deep irritant ^ects on the uterine region, it is a 
-dangerous remedy in cases connected with fibroid 
tumours or displacements of the uterus, in which 
cases, when prescribed at all, it should be used in^ 
high dilutions in order to avoid medicinal, 
aggravations, 

. pixteen years ago my esteemed friend Dr. Hayle^ 
of Rochdale, the present President of the British 
Homoeopathic Congress, strongly urged me to try 
this drug on a large scale in the disease now under* 
consideration. Since that time I have used it in 
uncomplicated cases of this disease more frequently 
than any other, and with the most delightful results* 
My favourite diilution is the tjWrdcggtggimal. 

In cases connected with geiieral plethora it may- 
be proper to administer Sabina during the attack, 
and Aconite or Belladonna or both during the- 
intervals, and on the other hand cases marked by 
general ^ debility may require frequent doses- 
of M)\m dimiSthsitffijBfflttfgic^^ and China 
or Ferrum through the mtervais ; while m a third 
class of cases characterised neither by plethora nor^ 
debility, Sabina may be exhibited every two or thr«e 
hours during the attack, and thrice a daythrooigk 
the intervals. 

In Newcastle-on-Tyne I followed this course of* 
treatment literally in the case of hundreds of 
patients, who sought relief for this trouble at our*. 
Homoeopathic Dispensary in that town, and it was 
very rarely indeed that it did not prove successful. 

Crocus is also a very useful remedy against the- 
disease we are considering. Among its provings 
we have the following symptoms: — Bearing dowui 
in the groin, sensations as if the njienses would make 
their appearance, with colic and dragging down iib 
the direction of the pudendum ; haemorrhage fromu 
the uterus, with a feeling as if something alive were- 
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moving about in the abdomen. It iis prescribed iA 
cases where the bloo d is black and clotted. I have 
just said that the d£sc£arges feeing of a bright red 
colour is an indication for Sabina. I prescribe 
Orocus in the 1st decimal dilution. 

When MenoitfeigiS IS associated withMe]^cholia 
or other forms of mental derangement, Pi gti^ is the 
great remedy.'' Pathogenetic^dly it is^Bmid to 
produce deep depression of the nervous system on 
the one hand, and profuse menses on the other. It 
may be used from the third decimal to the twelfth 
centesimal dilution. 

In the following case, which was among the first 
in which I had usedfit, the result was very striking : 
Mrs. — ^ — , about 35 years of age, had borne several 
•children; she had been attended allopathically in 
her confinements, and on each occasion a few days 
after the birth of the child she had been attacked 
by that dreadful form of mental disease, Melancholia. 
On the occasion of her first seeking my aid (about 
13 years ago) she was pregnant, and asked ine to 
attend her in her confinement in hopes that the 
new method of treatment might succeed in averting 
the usual and dreaded enemy. I did so attend her} 
and to our surprise and delight all went well with 
the patient for four or five weeks, after the event. 
On beginning, however, about this period, to move 
about, to our deep disappointment she began to feel 
depressed and melancholy, and at the same time 
became a victim to a troublesome, bloody, and 
leucorrhoeal discharge from the womb. I ascertained 
that there was ""njff fiiiit ^"^Tolliltif " ^^ ^^^ uterus, 
which I believed was the physical c^jge of the 
-mischirfl For this I prescribed JS^fi^o and 
Cimic^^a, the latter being a remedy which, as 
you are of course all aware, had been highly extolled 
by Simpson in cases of puerperal melancholy^ 
After, however, a reasonable trial of these and 
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whatever, I admmistered JPlatin a^ after which aU 
the morbid and distressing^ condl&ons vanished, and 
ihe patient got pe^ectly well. I attended this lady 
in several subsequent confinements, in. one only df 
which was she threatened by her foimer enemy,. 
On the occasion in question the pending attack waa 
^cut short under the action of Platifaa,. and the 
patient is at present quite well. Whethfer iu such 
cases the first link in the moi;bid chain is to be 
found in the womb or the nervous system may be 
difficult to decide. In the case of this patient, I 
believe the first departure from health took place in 
the latter, and that the uterine symptoms were a 
secondary effect (mental depression was hereditary 
in her family), but whether the nervous derange- 
ment be cause or effect, I believe that Platina is 
the remedy in such cases. 

The next medi«ae to whose action in Menorrhagia 
I shall refer, i \Sec^ 

The power ^TTEis drug to: cause the uterus to 
contract, when administered in massive doses, is 
known to men of all schools. When, therefore, 
Menorrhagia arises from a r elaxed cond iticxi of this 
organ, t angible doses of the drug are very effectual 
in curing coin the discharge and its cause. Its 
action on the womb is characterized by violent con- 
tractions and bearing down pain. When such 
symptoms are present in a case of Menorrhagia, 
alternating with intervals of complete freedom from 
pain, this is the best remedy. I, myself, use dypp 
dogga of..tJi§,iji^ and also of the first, 

second, and tliird decimal dilutions in such cases. 
Ringer says " It is perhaps the most valuable medi- 
cine known in uterine haemorrhage, checking the 
bleeding when other remedies have foiled, and when 
ihe patient is reduced almost to a helpless state.** 
I must, however, protest against the next sentence 
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in- :Ringer,' iri whibh ' he saj'^s^ " In such critical fir- 
•cumstances'it miist beigiren in full doses, and b« 
repeated 'eveiry houJr»or two,"'i*-*a Recommendation 
to be objected to oh two ffrounds^ firstly, becausie 
in such circumstamses "full doses" will very rarely 
be tolerated by the stbmach ; and, secondly, because 
if they were retained by this organ tiie effiect of 
such doses on the uterus, in connection with fibroid 
tumours, might be very dangerous* 

I am, of course, fully aware that some gynaecolo-. 
^ts have injected both the crude drug, and its 
active principle, • ergotine, subcutaneously, without 
exciting violent actions in the uterus ; but this seems 
to arise, as Dr. Ba5^es suggests, from the contraction 
of the blood-vessels, caused by this mode of intro- 
ducing it into the cfrculation, such contraction 
arresting the remedy in its course, and preventing 
it from reaching, or at least acting upon the muscular 
<5oat of the uterus. At all events, one thing is quite 
certain, that when large doses of ergot are taken by 
the mouth, if the uterus is relaxed, very violent 
spasms and contractions of the organ soon follow. 
It can, therefore, be no other than dangerous to 
excite such violent contractions when they may be 
opposed by an unyielding fibroid, either within or 
nvithout the uterus. 

In poi^^;;ngy;;(y|Qjipemorrh^ 10 or 15, ori^^c^ps 
of the mother tin cture given frequently is tnemost 
effectual ofatTremedies. wliyir should be so will 
be easily understood from the remarks already made. 
Another valuable Homoeopathic remedy in Men- 
orrlmgML which I must not omit to notice, is 
Ipe ^cua ^ha ; it causes haemorrhage from the womb, 
.an(r^ pressure towards this organ. When we meet 
with such conditions conne(rf jed "vy^th sic k n gss. sensa- 
tion of c gldness , and other general symptoms 
characteristic ot Ipecacuanha, it is found in such 
circumstances to be the best remedy. 
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The intimate sympathy existmg between Iho* 
stomach ani tli6 womb, as shewn by the frequent 
occurence of sickness in connection with changes in 
the OS uteri, in labour, and in other circumstances, 
is well known to all who have any experience in the 
diseases of women. When, therefore, sickness is a 
prominent symptom in cases of Menorrhagia, this 
remedy is generally the true simillimum to the case* 

With reference to the relationship of the different 
remedies, now mentioned to the two chief morbid 
constitutional conditions, in connection with one or 
other of which the disease is generally met with, it 
may be necessary o^lY here to point out that Aconite 
and Belladonna, should as a rule, never be adminis- 
tered in cases of marked debility, but should be re»- 
served for those characterized by unmistakeable signs 
of Plethora alone: while any of the other drugs 
described may be employed in all such cases as are 
not marked by any decided symptoms, either of 
Plethor, or Debility-^ but in other respects indicating 
such remedy. 

Cases accompanied with g reat debility or Anaem ia^ 
should be treated with the reme^es already specified 
during the attack only, and with Ferrum and C hipU 
diligently administered during the'T ntfirgS K '^Uli'Ihe 
precautions described in the Lecture on Leucorr- 
ocea. 

As regards local applications, or styptics, as .they 
are called, I use only two, viz.. Mother Tincture of 
Haipainelis 1 part.tQ.i^-iif water, a remedy which 
may alsolBe used internally for dark jssBCkUftJwemorr- 
hages, and the Ti ncture of the^^ esguk^ of 

iron, either of which may he applie<? to toe bleeding 
points if possible by means of lint saturated witibt 
the solution. In extreme cases connected wirh 
organic disease the vagina is occasionally stuffed 
with linen rags saturated with the styptic. But I 
have myself seldom had occasion to have recourse to 
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such measures, having found the few remedies 
already described generally quite suflScient both to 
arrest attacks of menorrhagia and, in all curable 
cases, also to remove its cause. 

With regard to cases connected with organic or 
incurable diseases, ftfter the practitioner has ascer- 
tained the existence of such conditions, it is evident 
that the treatment resolves itself into the treatment 
of those conditions. What that treatment in many 
such cases should be has been already indicated in 
the previous lectures, in the course of which many 
cases of organic disease have been narrated, of 
which Menorrhagia was a prominent symptom, 
together with their successful treatment. Those 
not included in this category should be treated with 
special reference to the diseased state, of which the 
Menorrhagia is a mere symptom or accompaniment. 
What that treatment, therefore, should be does not 
fall within the scope of this lecture. 

And now, gentlemen, in concluding this course 
of lectures, I need scarcely remark that Homoeopathy 
furnishes a much larger number of remedies for the 
several diseases treated of than those I have mentioned, 
but while this circumstance is occasionally advan- 
tageous to the experienced practitioner, it is iiai* 
more frequently a stumbling block, a snare, and a 
source of confusion to the beginner ; and as one pri- 
mary object of these lectures is to encourage and indoc- 
trinate those who are novitiates, I have endeavoured 
to avoid encumbering their minds with information 
which at the present stage of their career would be 
of no practical value to them. Permit me at the 
same time to add that to the extent that we have 
gone I have endeavoured to impart the information 
which in 99 cases out of 100 I have found useful to 
myself during a Homoeopathic career of nearly 20 
years. Another primary object of the lectures 
delivered at this institution is to prove to enquirers 
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that in the treatment of disease, Homoeopathy 
is not only equal but superior to Allopathy, 
in other words, that our , method cures a 
larger proportion of patients, cures them more 
quickly, more safely, and more pleasantly than can 
be claimed on behalf of the old system ; and here 
we set forth the facts on which our conviction of its 
superior efficacy is founded. 

How imperfectly these and other objects have 
been accomplished in the present course of lectures, no 
one can be more conscious of than myself, nor does 
anyone else know so well the difficulties under 
which the observations which I have had the honour 
of addressing to you have been, with so short a notice, 
put together; and while T believe that sincere, 
though feeble attempts at the accomplishment of 
such objects will be duly appreciated by your 
generosity, I cast myself upon the same mental 
virtue for overlooking and forgiving all the faults of 
the performance. 
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